MINUTES OF THE WORK SESSION OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF STONE HARBOR HELD IN THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING, November 3, 2016
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Walters at 4:30 p.m.

 

ROLL CALL                                                PRESENT
Councilmembers

Suzanne M. Walters, Mayor


Joan Kramar
Suzanne C. Stanford, Borough Clerk

Karen Lane
Michael J. Donohue, Solicitor

Joselyn Rich   ABSENT
Jill A. Gougher, Borough Administrator 
Judith Davies-Dunhour 
James Craft, CFO
 


Barry Mastrangelo, Council President 






Albert Carusi 

Mayor Walters announced that the meeting was now open. Adequate notice of the meeting was provided by posting a copy of the time and place on the Municipal Clerk’s bulletin board and mailing a copy of same to the Press and the Cape May County Herald on January 8, 2015.

SALUTE TO THE FLAG

COMMUNICATIONS
PUBLIC COMMENT

Phil Frank 265 – 85th asked what progress the Borough has made with skunks. Administrator said the current contractor is trying to meet with the property owners to go over the checklist with ways to deter the skunks from staying on the property. This is all that has been done so far.  Mr. Frank said at the last meeting he was told he would be receiving information and has not received anything. Skunks at his and his neighbor’s house in ongoing.  These skunks are vermin and some action has to be taken. Isn’t there a way we can get permission to have these things taken care of. They are causing damage.

Councilmember Davies-Dunhour said there is a difference with damage, if it is property damage than animal control should be coming out and setting traps to remove them from the property. They are supposed to be coming out and meeting with property owners, one on one.  Mr. Frank said he understood there would be written notice distributed to residents and he has not seen that. Administrator said there was an email blast and it is on our website. Mr. Frank is not happy with the remedy and thinks nothing is being done. Can’t understand why they can’t be captured and euthanized, not a protected species. 

Councilmember Carusi said just to be clear, we are not setting traps now?  Administrator said they will set traps, first want to meet with the property owners, educate them about their property.  We have to remove them.  Councilmember Davies-Dunhour said you can’t just take indigenous wildlife and drive it somewhere. You have to shore up areas under the sheds, keep your trash can covered, it is indigenous wildlife.  Mr. Frank asked if this was an invasion of rats, would we be able to deal with it?   Davies-Dunhour, there are recommendations on how to handle specific wildlife and it is very specific about possums, raccoons, skunks, there are guidelines on when to trap them, when to remove then and how you release them, it is nothing we are making up, we are following the guidelines. 

Administrator said we have to look at our contracts and make some changes in January. 

Frank Dallahan 378 – 95th Street asked for an update on where we are with Atlantic City Electric project. Mayor, on for discussion tonight at end of meeting. We have met with ACE and they are reluctant to give us a lot of the information we asked for. We talked about a chart about usage over the years, they are very reluctant to give us any of that information. Justification for the project was peak Summer load, back in 1999, we had a “brown outs” over 4th of July week-end and have been working on upgrading since.  Mr. Dallahan finds it incomprehensibly that the Municipal Government of Stone Harbor can’t compel a public agency like ACE to provide specific data supporting their contention that demand is the primary reason of why they need to do this project. He has asked 4 times for a year by year analysis of kilowatt hours consumed by Stone Harbor and Avalon and they have yet to respond. He said he is not the Borough of Stone Harbor and it seems to him that the Borough and perhaps its Solicitor can demand of ACE factual data that supports their contention. Solicitor said it would require instruction from Council for him to do that but this is a private company, it is regulated by a State Agency, not regulated by us, we have no regulatory authority over this company. Essentially it is the BPU, they make an application there, and it is approved or not.   In order to compel them, are you suggesting we take them to Court to get this information? Dallahan states we have a legitimate right to know. Solicitor, we have done that. It has been a frustrating process for everyone. 

Bunny Parzych 9925 Sunset Drive – interested in the 1999 Brown Out. Remember Avalon was hit much more than Stone Harbor in their business district. She heard the Avalon Mayor was very angry and she heard brought suit against ACE and could this be the result of that?  Mayor remembers going up and testifying before BPU about those Brown Outs. 

OLD BUSINESS:

None
NEW BUSINESS: 
RESOLUTION 2015-S-188 – (Release of Surety Dollars)
Upon motion of 



Councilmember Karen Lane 
Seconded by 




Councilmember Al Carusi
WHEREAS, the following submitted Surety Dollars for sidewalks and streets; and  

WHEREAS, the Zoning Officer has requested and approved the return certain fees.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough of Stone Harbor that the following fees be returned as follows:

1.  DiPalantino Contractors LLC

211 122nd Street


     114 Stagecoach Rd



Blk:122.03 Lot:205


     Cape May Court House, NJ 08210
Amount: $900.00

2.  Samples Construction Co. LLC 

8701 First Avenue

     22 Dartmouth Lane


Blk: 87.02 Lot: 28

      Haverford, PA 19041


Amount: $2,385.00

3.  Brandywine Developers


102 117th Street

      PO Box 373



Blk: 116.02 Lot: 109

      Avalon, NJ 08202



Amount: $3,165.00 




4.  Steiger, James 



9 105th Street

     423 Portsmouth Road


Blk: 105.01 Lot: 17.02

     Cape May, NJ 08204


Amount: $2,961.00

5.  Harbaugh Cottages, LLC 


111 92nd Street

     318 Woodbury Glassboro Road

Blk: 92.02 Lot: 36

     Woodbury Heights, NJ 08097

Amount: $1,065.00

6.  Harbaugh Cottages, LLC 


110 114th Street

     318 Woodbury Glassboro Road

Blk: 113.02 Lot:23

     Woodbury Heights, NJ 08097

Amount: $1,065.00

7.  Harbaugh Cottages, LLC 


10007 Second Ave                    

     318 Woodbury Glassboro Road

Blk: 100.03 Lot: 75

     Woodbury Heights, NJ 08097

Amount: $1,065.00

 8.  Harbaugh Cottages, LLC


160 113th Street   

                 318 Woodbury Glassboro Road            
Blk: 112.02 Lot: 45

                  Woodbury Heights, NJ 08097

Amount: $1,065.00                  

9.  Brandywine Developers 


9929 Sunset Drive

      PO Box 373



Blk: 200.01 Lot: 316

      Avalon, NJ 08202



Amount: $1,965.00

10. Brad Phillips/Nathaniel Eldon 

282 87th Street  

       304 Woods End Road


Blk: 86.03 Lot: 107.02

       Westfield, NJ 07090-2908

Amount: $1,440.00

11. Brandywine Developers 


322 99th Street

      PO Box 373



Blk: 96.04 Lot: 180

       Avalon, NJ 08202


Amount: $1,900.00

12. Thomas Welsh Builders LLC 

10912 Second Ave  

       2589 Ocean Drive


Blk: 109.02 Lot: 43.02

       Avalon, NJ 08202


Amount: $2,945.00       

Vote




5 Councilmembers AYE
RESOLUTION 2015-S-189– (Reimburse Diller & Fisher Fire Safety)

Upon motion of 




Councilmember Al Carusi   
Seconded by 





Councilmember Joan Kramar
WHEREAS, Diller & Fisher submitted  a Fire Safety and Certificate of Title Transfer inspection fee totaling $100.00 to the Borough and the inspections were not required; and

WHEREAS, the Zoning Officer has requested and approved the return of the fee.

Diller & Fisher Realtors

Block 112.02

Lots 45, 47

a/k/a/ 160 – 113th Street

$100.00 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough of Stone Harbor as follows:

That the sum of $ 100.00 be refunded to Diller & Fisher; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED That the Chief Financial Officer shall take any and all steps necessary to effectuate such refunds and shall make the proper adjustments to the financial records of the Borough.   

Vote




5 Councilmembers AYE
RESOLUTION 2015-S-190– (Special Emergency Appropriation)

Upon motion of 




Councilmember Barry D. Mastrangelo   
Seconded by 





Councilmember Al Carusi
BOROUGH OF STONE HARBOR

COUNTY OF CAPE MAY

SPECIAL EMERGENCY RESOLUTION – NJS 4A:4-53

WHEREAS, it has been found necessary to make an Emergency Appropriation to meet certain extraordinary expenses to be incurred for the preparation of an approved tax map and,

WHEREAS, NJS40A:4-53 provides that it shall be lawful to make such appropriation, which appropriation and/or the “special emergency notes” issued to finance the same shall be provided for in succeeding annual budgets by the inclusion of an appropriation of at least one-fifth or one-third of the amount authorized pursuant to this act.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, (by not less than two-thirds of all governing body members affirmatively concurring) that in accordance with the provisions of NJS 40A:4-55:

1. An emergency appropriation is hereby made for in the total amount of $15,000.00.

2. That the emergency appropriation shall be provided for in the budgets of the next succeeding years by the inclusion of not less than $3,000.00.

3. That the statement required by the Local Finance Board has been filed with the Clerk and a copy will be transmitted to the Director of the Division of Local Government Services

4. That two (2) certified copies of this resolution will be filed with the Director of the Division of Local Government Services; however, no approval is required from the Division.
Vote




5 Councilmembers AYE
RESOLUTION 2015-S-191 – (Cancelling part of Emergency Appropriation approved by 2015-S-152)

Upon motion of 



Councilmember Barry D. Mastrangelo  
Seconded by 




Councilmember Joan Kramar
WHEREAS the Borough Council of the Borough of Stone Harbor previously adopted Resolution 2015-S-152 on August 18, 2015 authorizing  Down Payments on Improvements, Capital Improvement Fund in the amount of $250,000 ; and

WHEREAS the Borough Council of the Borough of Stone Harbor is desirous of cancelling $184,396.94 of that $250,000 Emergency Appropriation.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Stone Harbor, County of Cape May, State of New Jersey that Resolution 2015-S-152 authorizing an emergency appropriation in the amount of $250,000 is hereby  amended by cancelling $184,396.94 of the $250,000 Emergency Appropriation.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOVLED that two (2) certified copies of this Resolution be filed with the Director of the Division of Local Government Services. 

Vote




6 Councilmembers AYE
RESOLUTION 2015-S-192 (Stone Harbor Point Project Team permission to remove phragmites by chemical control)
Upon motion of 



Councilmember Karen Lane  
Seconded by 




Councilmember Al Carusi
authorizing STONE HARBOR POINT PROJECT TEAM FOR REMOVAL OF PHRAGMITES


WHEREAS, the Stone Harbor Point Project Team has noted phragmites beginning to grow on the resiliency dune at Stone Harbor Point; and


WHEREAS, a Resolution from Borough Council is required to allow for the removal of this vegetation by chemical control via spraying and possibly cutting and digging out the roots.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Borough of Stone Harbor, on this 3rd day of November, 2015 gives permission for the Stone Harbor Point Project team has permission to remove the phragmites from the resiliency dune at the Stone Harbor Point. 

Vote




5 Councilmembers AYE

RESOLUTION 2015-S-193– Reimburse Escrows)

Upon motion of 



Councilmember Joan Kramar   
Seconded by 




Councilmember Al Carusi
WHEREAS, the following submitted escrow fees in connection with a Zoning Board  applications; and 

WHEREAS, some of the escrow money was used in connection with the project and a refund for the remaining fees have been requested; and

WHEREAS, the Zoning Officer has requested and approved the return of said remaining escrow fees.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough of Stone Harbor that the following sums should be refunded:

VIST Bank

1240 Broadcasting Road

Wyomissing, Pa 19610

a/k/a 300 – 99th Street Unit 7

Amount: $1,007.75

Michael Pepitone

24 Neville Drive

Lincroft, N.J. 07738

a/k/a 9500 Sunset Drive

Amount: $283.25

Island Water Sports, LLC

Tice, Julie/Lyle

18 Bryn Mawr Avenue

Bala Cynwyd, Pa. 19004

a/k/a 9701 Third Avenue

Amount: $506.50

James B. Carty

441 Old Creed Road

Lincoln University, Pa. 19352

a/k/a 9 – 101st Street

Amount: $321.50

William & Charlotte Lansinger

4970 Sentinel Drive #205

Bethesda, MD 20816

a/k/a 147 – 94th Street

Amount: $168.50

James & Patricia Seif

23 Brandywine Falls Road

Wilmington, DE 19800

a/k/a 10201 Second Avenue East Unit

Amount: $168.50

PLANNING BOARD REIMBURSEMENT



        
Thomas Welsh




2589 Ocean Drive





Avalon, N.J. 07202




a/k/a 10912 Second Avenue




Amount: 195.00

Vote




5 Councilmembers AYE

RESOLUTION 2015-S-194 – Municipal Access Plan changes approved

APPROVING REVISIONS TO STONE HARBOR MUNICIPAL PUBLIC ACCESS PLAN 

WHEREAS,  in the Spring of 2011 NJDEP proposed revised rules for Public Access for the ocean and bay waters of the State; and

WHEREAS, the proposed rules required all municipalities adjacent to State waters to produce a Municipal Public Access Plan that describes local waterfront access availability; and

WHEREAS, on the 20th day of December, 2011 the Municipal Access Plan was approved by Council and sent to DEP.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough Stone Harbor in the County of Cape May, State of New Jersey, duly assembled in public session this 3rd day of November, 2015 that the attached Revisions to the Stone Harbor Municipal Public Access Plan are approved, the preamble of this Resolution is hereby incorporated by reference as if set forth at length;

Vote




5 Councilmembers AYE

RESOLUTION 2015-S-195 – Purchase Police Car – Cranford Co-Op

Upon motion of 



Councilmember Al Carusi   
Seconded by 




Councilmember Joan Kramar
WHEREAS,  the Borough of Stone Harbor entered into the Cranford Police Cooperative Pricing System (47-CPCPS)  by Resolution 2008-S-47 in February, 2008  for the purpose of purchasing equipment; and

WHEREAS, the Borough Police Department will be using this System to purchase a 2016 Chevrolet Tahoe from Mall Chevrolet, 75 Haddonfield Road, Cherry Hill, N.J. 08022 for

$ 40,000.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Stone Harbor, County of Cape May, State of New Jersey that the purchase of a 2016 Chevrolet Tahoe for the Stone Harbor Police Department at $ 40,000 be approved.

Vote




5 Councilmembers AYE
MOTION – Advertise bid for Firehouse Elevator – Advertise Nov 7, receive bids Dec 1, 2015

Upon motion of




Councilmember Al Carusi

Seconded by





Councilmember Joan Kramar
Vote




5 Councilmembers AYE

The following bills were presented to Council for their approval:

November 4, 2015  BOROUGH OF STONE HARBOR            Page No: 1    

03:47 PM                             Check Register By Check Id                                                     

  40281  11/04/15   ACEBIRDS ATLANTIC CITY ELECRIC                    5.74    40282  11/04/15   ACELE    ATLANTIC CITY ELECTRIC CO.           1,336.43    40283  11/04/15   ACESTLIG ATLANTIC CITY ELECTRIC               7,119.89    40284  11/04/15   ACMEM    ALBERTSONS                              90.85    40285  11/04/15   ACMJI    A.C.M.J.I.F.                       104,281.00    40286  11/04/15   AIGBENEF AMERICAN GENERAL LIFE INS. CO.         230.75    40287  11/04/15   ALEXA    ALEXANDER & CO., NAT                   732.00    40288  11/04/15   AVAPR    AVALON PRINTING & PROMOTIONS         2,055.70    40289  11/04/15   BAILEYJA JAMES E. BAILEY                        400.00    40290  11/04/15   BARTOLON JOSEPH BARTOLONE III                   121.00    40291  11/04/15   BLANEYDO BLANEY & DONOHUE, P.A.               6,128.84    40292  11/04/15   BLANKENT BLANK EXTREME ENTERTAINMENT            265.00    40293  11/04/15   BOROA    BOROUGH OF AVALON                    7,321.01    40294  11/04/15   BRIDGEMA BRENDEN BRIDGEMAN                      400.00    40295  11/04/15   CASAP    CASA PAYROLL SERVICES                  212.85    40296  11/04/15   CHATTENL LINWOOD CHATTEN                        400.00    40297  11/04/15   CHOFF    COURT HOUSE OFFICE SUPPLIES            249.95    40298  11/04/15   CMCCC    C.M.C. CHAMBER OF COMMERCE              10.00    40299  11/04/15   CMCMU    C.M.C. MUNICIPAL UTILITY AUTHO      20,324.39    40300  11/04/15   CMCTO    C.M.C. TREASURER'S OFFICE        2,550,037.11    40301  11/04/15   CMCTOANI C.M.C.TREASURER'S OFFICE             1,222.25    40302  11/04/15   COMPL    COMPLETE CONTROL SERVICES,INC.       6,624.86    40303  11/04/15   CONOV    CONOVER'S                               50.00    40304  11/04/15   CONSTELL CONSTELLATION NEWENERGY INC             33.14    40305  11/04/15   CRAFTSNA NANCY C. CRAFTS                        120.00    40306  11/04/15   CRIPPSWM WILLIAM J. CRIPPS                      400.00    40307  11/04/15   DEERELAN JOHN DEERE LANDSCAPES                  843.18    40308  11/04/15   DELLC    DELL MARKETING L.P.                    834.79    40309  11/04/15   DENFENCE COLLINS/DENNISVILLE FENCE            3,247.68    40310  11/04/15   DIVER    DIVERSIFIED INSPECTIONS/ITL          1,535.00    40311  11/04/15   EASTERNW EASTERN WAREHOUSE DISTRIBUTORS           0.00     11/04/15 VOID         0

  40312  11/04/15   EASTERNW EASTERN WAREHOUSE DISTRIBUTORS       1,760.27    40313  11/04/15   EGGHARBO EGG HARBOR TWP H.S.BAND BOOSTE         700.00    40314  11/04/15   EXETERSU EXETER SUPPLY CO.                    5,672.04    40315  11/04/15   FANCHDON DONALD J. FANCHER                      400.00    40316  11/04/15   FARINA   THEODORE FARINA JR                     400.00    40317  11/04/15   FAZZJ    JOSEPH FAZZIO, INC.                     79.74    40318  11/04/15   FINNEGAN JACQUELINE FINNEGAN                    400.00    40319  11/04/15   FUNKRYAN RYAN J. FUNK                           400.00    40320  11/04/15   GOVDEALS GOV DEALS, INC.                        451.31    40321  11/04/15   GRAIN    GRAINGER                               129.36    40322  11/04/15   GREATPAN GREAT PANES GLASSWORKS                  50.35    40323  11/04/15   HEMBYMIK MIKHAILA D. HEMBY                      400.00    40324  11/04/15   HOWE     CRYSTAL GIHORSKI                       400.00    40325  11/04/15   ITRON    ITRON, INC.                          2,573.67    40326  11/04/15   KARAVANM MARCUS H. KARAVAN, PC                6,576.75    40327  11/04/15   KEENC    KEEN COMPRESSED GAS                    189.58    40328  11/04/15   LAMACHFI JAMES LAMACH JR                        400.00    40329  11/04/15   LAMANTEE MATTHEW J. LAMANTEER                   400.00    40330  11/04/15   LAWSO    LAWSON PRODUCTS, INC.                   84.21    40331  11/04/15   MARRIII  CHARLES MARRINER III                   400.00               

  40332  11/04/15   MARTI    MARTINDALE'S TIRE & AUTO               288.00    40333  11/04/15   MCCLURJR ROBERT MCCLURE JR                      400.00    40334  11/04/15   MEMPH    MEMPHIS EQUIPMENT COMPAY               184.52    40335  11/04/15   MJJCO    MJJ CONSTRUCTION, LLC              121,896.32    40336  11/04/15   MYRONINC MYRON CORPORATION                      348.03    40337  11/04/15   NEALSYST NEAL SYSTEMS, INC.                   2,593.95    40338  11/04/15   NEELDLAU NEELD, LAURA A.                         75.00    40339  11/04/15   NICKOLAU NICKOLAUS CONSTRUCTION CO.,INC      10,500.00    40340  11/04/15   NIELSONK KEITH NIELSON                          400.00    40341  11/04/15   NJSHADET NJ SHADE TREE FEDERATION               110.00    40342  11/04/15   NOLAN    KATLYN NOLAN                           400.00    40343  11/04/15   PARAM    PARAMOUNT CHEMICAL & PAPER CO.         143.98    40344  11/04/15   PATTI    PATTI'S PARTY WORLD                    280.00    40345  11/04/15   REMIN    REMINGTON, VERNICK & WALBERG         1,812.00    40346  11/04/15   RIDGWAYR ROBERT C. RIDGWAY                      130.00    40347  11/04/15   RUDCO    RUDCO PRODUCTS, INC.                 4,215.00    40348  11/04/15   RUSSGRAN GRANT RUSS                              99.99    40349  11/04/15   RUTGERPU RUTGERS, THE STATE UNIVERSITY          581.00    40350  11/04/15   SAFEGUAR SAFEGUARD DOCUMENT DESTRUCTION         650.00    40351  11/04/15   SCHEUERM GEORGE SCHEUERMANN JR.                 400.00    40352  11/04/15   SCHUC    SCHUCK, STEPHEN J.                     208.00    40353  11/04/15   SEASHASP SEASHORE ASPHALT CORP.                 421.35    40354  11/04/15   SERV1    SERVICE TIRE TRUCK CENTERS           1,297.50    40355  11/04/15   SHBED    STONE HARBOR BD OF EDUCATION       599,146.25    40356  11/04/15   SHOREVET SHORE VETERINARIANS, PA                666.67    40357  11/04/15   SJWATERT SOUTH JERSEY WATER TEST, LLC         3,925.00    40358  11/04/15   SOUTHCOA SOUTH COAST GLASS & DOOR             2,292.00    40359  11/04/15   STAHLWIL WILLIAM F. STAHL, JR.                  400.00    40360  11/04/15   STAPLEBU STAPLES BUSINESS ADVANTAGE             276.64    40361  11/04/15   STAUFFER DOUG STAUFFER                          400.00    40362  11/04/15   STILTNER KIRBY STILTNER, JR.                    400.00    40363  11/04/15   STRATEGI STRATEGIC PRODUCTS & SERVICES          127.75    40364  11/04/15   TRIONGRO TRION GROUP,MARSH MCLENNAN AGE         289.75    40365  11/04/15   ULINEINC ULINE                                  866.04    40366  11/04/15   VERKIOSK VERIZON WIRELESS                       248.59    40367  11/04/15   VILLASAU NAPA AUTO PARTS                          0.00     11/04/15 VOID         0

  40368  11/04/15   VILLASAU NAPA AUTO PARTS                      1,941.34    40369  11/04/15   WBMASONI W.B. MASON                             831.17    40370  11/04/15   WIRELESS WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS/ELECTR       1,272.00    40371  11/04/15   BORSH    BOROUGH OF STONE HARBOR            214,932.80    --------------------------------------------------------------------------

Report Totals   Paid       Void        Amount Paid        Amount Void

                ----       ----        -----------        -----------

     Checks:     89          2       3,713,951.33               0.00 

Upon motion of



Councilmember Barry D. Mastrangelo
Seconded by




Councilmember Judy Davies-Dunhour
Approving the Bill List and authorize CFO to pay the bills when the funds are available and the vouchers properly endorsed.         

Vote




5 Councilmembers AYE
MAYOR WALTERS ANNOUNCED THAT THE NEXT MEETING OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL WILL BE MONDAY, NOVEMBER 16TH INSTEAD OF TUESDAY NOVEMBER 17TH BECAUSE OF THE LEAGE OF MUNICIPALITY CONVENTION IN ATLANTIC CITY. 
DISCUSSION
PEERMONT PROJECT

Administrator reported late this afternoon we did receive the cost estimate to install transmission lines underground on the 300 block only of 95th Street. According to the bid they received, the additional cost would be a total of $101,698.  Council needs to discuss this, decide whether or not they want to recommend that ACE take that option.  Wants everyone to understand that if they do the underground, there will be a large pole, approx. 4 ft in diameter on the southeast corner of Third Avenue.  We did ask if they could entertain doing the 3 riser poles, similar to what they originally proposed on the 300 block, or even doing 1 larger pole further down onto their property, that was entertained by ACE, they indicated that due to their time constraints again, because they have taken the existing plants “off-line” that they need to get all of the work finished in time for the Memorial Day week-end or they will not have sufficient power for Avalon and Stone Harbor. So they have basically taken off the table any underground on 200 block of 95th Street and all of Second Avenue.  Only option, little over 101,000 for the 300 block of 95th Street, they also said they will not switch the directional drill, that will stay as planned. The estimate for the amount of time that they will need to do the 24-7 work has gone down significantly, 4 days as opposed to a few weeks. Going underground, the disturbance to the property owners in that area will be at least 2 weeks, but if they stay with their current option or going overhead, it will be a matter of a couple of days here and there, as they are installing the poles.     They have started to go out and document the status of the properties in that area and they are still willing to compensate property owners for the cost to relocate. They are looking for us to make a decision quickly. 
Mayor – the original estimate to go to Third Avenue as 1.3 million?  Administrator, the original estimate for all of 95th Street was 5.28 million, the current contract is 1.3 million. But to put the section of 300 block underground, they are saying was an actual increase in cost of 267,870 but then they are giving us a credit for the overhead cost of 166,172, the difference is $101,698. Administrator said she did ask that ACE consider just for that difference, that they should really pick up the cost. We have no response. 

Mastrangelo they should pick up the cost, but there has to be a discussion about the placement of that pole and if something else can be done. Davies-Dunhour, so that is totally off the table, we were told 37 million for everything to be underground, can we divide that?  Administrator that is totally off the table they won’t even entertain that at this point. They did say at some point if the Borough wishes to continue with underground on the rest of 95th street that they would not charge us for the removal of the overhead poles.  We would have to pay for the additional cost to go underground. But they would not charge us what they have paid out for installing the poles because they realize that it is something that we want but because of their own time constraints that they have created, they can’t do that for us. 

Davies-Dunhour, so because of their time restraints, then we can’t even get a figure for the whole project to be underground. Which theoretically could go $100,000 per block perhaps to 1.7 million from 36 million.  Mayor, her understanding from the last meeting that when they went out to bid, for these figures, they only included going to the 300 block and the 200 block, they did not include anything alone Second Avenue. 

Davies-Dunhour, when you say it is off the table, they are just doing it and we have no options. Administrator, correct. Lane, they have said they have ordered everything and everything is done so for them to try to change it now is virtually impossible. Davies-Dunhour, would mean we wouldn’t have power Memorial Day week-end, we are being held hostage. 

Mastrangelo, there has to be a conversation about that pole, if nothing else. Administrator, they have determined that they can put the pole there, basically, if you are going to go underground in the 300 block you are going to get that pole. Lane, didn’t they said they would try to do something with it and put it at a better location. Administrator said they will try to move it a little bit but there is not a lot of wiggle room. 

Kramar can you explain where that pole is going to go?  Right on the corner of Frog & Toad. Administrator said it would be 4 ft. in diameter. Mastrangelo said diameter or circumference? Administrator said she wrote diameter but she will verify it. It will be massive and push all the pedestrians off into the street.  We will ask if they can come up further into the block with the pole on their lot. Administrator we asked and they are reserving their lot in the event that their back-ups don’t work, they would need to bring in generators to that site and it would also have to go underground up to that lot. 

Carusi, so the existing power station next to ACE True Value is going to be removed and generators may go there. What about the multi poles there now?  Administrator does not know. 

Administrator they are totally dismantling all the equipment there now, reserving that for an emergency.  Carusi, good news it is now reduced to a little over $101,000 and that calls into question the cost of the whole thing. The other point is it all goes back to a process. If there was a process there, something happened, it didn’t get followed either by the Borough and/or ACE. Lesson learned, we should fix that. All this information should have been available years ago. Administrator, the problem is all the information we have now, is not information they willingly gave, we had to fight for this information. Lane, they did say they learned a lesson, Administrator said that doesn’t help us now. 

Before we agree on anything we need to find out about this pole. Administrator needs to get more information, why it can’t come down further. They say that will be more underground and will delay the project and they flat out say anything that is going to delay the project further will not be entertained. 
Carusi – So I assume by this approach this is going to satisfy the needs and demands of our public, $101,000 putting it underground. Mayor, it eliminates the three riser poles, but it doesn’t eliminate all poles. Poles will remain for distribution to the homes. Lane, transmission will go underground, distribution will be above ground. Mayor, the distribution is what requires the boxes, transformers? They will not be required. Administrator will get the required information and it will come back to Council for some type of formal action at the next meeting. 

PUBLIC COMMENT

Bob Ashman 10301 First Avenue – suggestion, why doesn’t someone call whoever said it was 4 ft. in diameter to verify if it is, call this person.   Administrator, we have asked, haven’t gotten a response. 
Doug Wear 370 – 95th Street suggested that we get John Strannix along with the Borough Engineer to discuss this with ACE where that pole can be placed, and not just taken it as a given. They have not been honest with us the whole way.  Seems to him they can go a half block further and if a pole has to be that large, they could put it somewhere near the water tower where it would blend in.  Last comment, why is it some imperative that this thing be finished by Memorial Day?  I am sorry about summer 2016, but the beach will still be here to use, we are not going to be without power.  Let them work until next October if they have to, has anyone suggested that to them. One summer of inconvenience for the future of this Borough is nothing.  Once you get these steel poles up in this Borough they are there to stay.   There should be a 25 year plan in this Borough to get the wooden poles down so we have no poles. If in fact, it is $100,000 per block and we have only have 17 blocks to deal with that 1,700,000, this is petty change, absolute petty change.  You have a chance to do something for this Borough for less than 2 million dollars. It is a joke, we have got to get on this. Please do something.  

Frank Dallahan supports Doug and wants to reiterate about the wisdom of trusting what ACE has told us. He also wants to reemphasize the fact the he doesn’t think Borough Council is without any power in applying pressure to ACE in this matter. When we first started John Strannix he said the number of 5 million to run the cable underground was absolutely ridiculous. And when it came down to 1.3 million he said that equally was ridiculous. Now the number that comes in is 100,000 and some odd dollars and all of a sudden, where did this money come from. What are they doing and saying to us when all of these changes come about, it gives the lie to what they have been telling us all along. I think Borough council is underestimating its power within the PUC with the Governor’s Office to make a case as to what these guys are doing is wrong.  They cannot treat a Municipality this way. This is our community and we have a right and a say on how things are going to go. The last time we met we were told if this didn’t go through at the last meeting, they were going to have to bring in temporary generators to support next Summer. They are still talking about that.  Never seen a business like this that approaches its customer base with such contempt. 
 Bunny  Parzych 9925 Sunset Dr.  Somebody has to pay for this, has there been any discussion about how we will pay for this, other than just raise real estate taxes?  Mayor said we can raise real estate taxes, but you suggested previously that we put on a transfer tax and we can’t do that.  She asked how about a special assessment?  We could do a special assessment. There are options. Mayor said Atlantic Electric is paying for this project with the exception of the 100,000 that it would cost to go to Third Avenue. They are paying for the rest of the project. The ratepayers are paying for it.  Mayor, if we can’t get a legitimate estimate from them for the cost of undergrounding all of this and a timeline, we can’t force them to put this all underground. They have a tariff and are permitted to tell us no, they won’t do everything underground. Bunny, but they are saying if they don’t get this work done, there is a possibility of bringing in generators. Mayor yes. Bunny, so it is possible we could get through the Summer without all this work being done. Go forward and say that is find, put the generators there.  Mayor, Avalon would have to do likewise. Mayor, we have not had those discussions. 
MOTION TO ADJOURN

Upon motion of




Councilmember Barry Mastrangelo

Seconded by 





Councilmember Joan Kramar

That the Regular Meeting of Mayor and Council be adjourned at 5:45 p.m.
Vote




5 Councilmembers
AYE
APPROVED___________________________________, 2015
_____________________________________________, Mayor

ATTEST______________________________________, Borough Clerk
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