
97th Street
OPEN SPACE AND PLAYGROUND

3/19/24

Further information and comments should be emailed to recdirector@shnj.org



Playground Removal 

 After inspections of the playground from DPW and Gametime, it was 

determined both playgrounds were unsafe and needed to be 

removed. 

 Salt air caused rust which was beyond repair

 Both playgrounds were removed, the swings remain

 82nd has been filled with sand so the area can be utilized 

 Summer 2024 we will provide games/activities (giant jenga, checkers, 

connect 4, badminton, corn hole etc.)

 Looking to provide quality and inclusive playgrounds for our 
community 



97th Street Open Space Grant 

 Marc DeBlasio submitted an application to the county for an Open 
Space Grant for 97th street

 Includes the following:

 Playground 

 Shade structures

 Benches

 Basketball Court

 Resurface

 Regulation Size

 Building

 Office and storage area 

 Bathrooms accessible to the public 







97th Playground Proposed Plans



Key aspects considered when 

designing the playground

 Utilize materials that will withstand the elements living in a shore 

town 

 Looked at past playgrounds and how we can prolong our 
playgrounds in the future 

 82nd Street- 2015

 97th Street- 2010-2011

 Chelsea Park- 2014 

 Create an area that is inclusive and provides play pieces for all ages

 Kompan has research based equipment and white paper case studies 

that go into their design  

 Also looked at a design from Game Time



Jake’s Law

 Gov. Murphy signed in 2018

 Encourages counties in NJ to build inclusive playgrounds 

 Accessible by all children physically and mentally 

 ADA accessible 

 All children can play together without limitations 



Inclusive Playground



Equipment and Design

 Seamless playground that flows with play pieces for all ages abilities 

 Meet the needs physically, socially and emotionally for children

 Interaction 

 Play is important  















Utilize materials that will last



Safety Surface Options

 Rubber Pour In Place

 Surface at Chelsea Park

 5 year warranty

 Turf

 Sand infill, rather than rubber

 12 year warranty 

 Woodchips 

 Previous surface at 97th street 



Estimated Lead Time

 9-12 Weeks delivery

 4 weeks Installation 



Cost

Total Project Cost = $1,901,500 

Total Construction Cost= $1,701,500

Borough covers engineering & inspection= $200,000 

Open Space if awarded is 60% of construction cost= 

$1,020,900

Borough match 40% of construction cost = $680,600 

     +$200,000 for engineering & inspection

     - $78,000 from LRI Grant 

Borough Responsible for $802,600
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