MINUTES OF THE WORK SESSION OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF STONE HARBOR HELD IN THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING, July 17, 2018
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Davies-Dunhour at 3:00 p.m.

 

ROLL CALL                                                PRESENT
Councilmembers

Judith M. Davies-Dunhour, Mayor

Joan Kramar 
Suzanne C. Stanford, Borough Clerk

Karen Lane President
Marcus Karavan, Esq, Solicitor
 
Joselyn Rich  
Jill A. Gougher, Borough Administrator 
Mantura Gallagher 
James Craft, CFO 

 

Charles C. Krafczek 






Raymond Parzych 
Mayor Davies-Dunhour announced that the meeting was now open. Adequate notice of the meeting was provided by posting a copy of the time and place on the Municipal Clerk’s bulletin board and mailing a copy of same to the Press and the Cape May County Herald on January 6, 2018.

SALUTE TO THE FLAG

 PUBLIC SAFETY – 

COURT ADMINISTRATOR – Debbie Scott said things are going fine in her office, 6 weeks to go, then down to once a month for Court. Work load is about the same as last year.     
FIRE CHIEF –Roger Stanford reported for the month of June, 2018. There were 26 fire calls and 55 EMS calls. There was 3 building fires, 4 cooking fire, 3 EMS assists, 2 gasoline spills, 3 natural gas leaks, 1 cover assignment, 1 smoke scare, 7 fire alarms and 1 carbon monoxide alarm. He spoke about the Resolution on the agenda tonight concerning fire fighters with cancer, JIF made recommendations, for this Resolution to amend proposed legislation. He has reviewed the paperwork and recommends with go with JIF’s recommendation. They are looking out for the Municipalities. Cancer has become a big item in the Fire Departments, the materials that are burning now give off toxic gases, everything is made of petroleum products which is causing cancers in the firefighters. 

Councilmember Rich commented that the fireworks were great, the fireworks and the events on that night were great, heard a lot of compliments.  

The 106th street siren is under control. Some history, when we made changes, we only activated the 96th Street siren for fire calls, but put it on the record that the other sirens may blow for other events, structure fires, water rescues etc. We have a complaint and what happened is it is summer and we have water rescues, structure fires. When the County switched over to the airport he talked to Motorola and made the change. Those sirens should never blow except for weather emergencies and the noon fire alarms, twice a month, unless someone makes a mistake or we have a major event. 

Councilmember Gallagher spoke about a friend’s grandson who needed help from Police and EMT’s can’t say enough good things about the response they got. The Clerk will read a letter from the Grandfather into the record this evening. 

POLICE REPORT- Police Chief Schutta –month of June, 2018, 232 motor vehicle stops, 11 adult arrested. Personnel – received a resignation letter from one of our full time officers that will be moving on to another department, he last day will be July 22nd. He has submitted a personnel requisition which has been approved to get the process rolling. On August 27th we will have another full time officer leaving to attend basic training in the National Guard from August until January 2019. We will have scheduling issues during that time, may have to hold over some Class II officers. Building update, everything is going along beautifully. He and the Captain take walks around and are very pleased with the progress. 

Councilmember Parzych talked about bike lanes and the problems. We are getting complaints about the uses of the bike lanes. He sees the problems and asked that everyone be courteous and 
let the faster traffic go by and watch what you are doing. Don’t know what the answer is but we are getting complaints. Possibly amend the signs to say bikes only, get information out to the public. Adding ONLY to the bike sign on the street might help. Walking with and against traffic is also a problem. It comes down to courtesy and respect for each other and getting the rules and regulations out to the public. 
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BEACH PATROL CAPTAIN – Sandy Bosacco – this month there were 12 rescues, 1 EMS call, 2 Police calls and 2 lost children were found. Guards are doing well, beaches are crowded everything going well. 

Councilmember Parzych said the possibility of a new beach patrol building has been discussed in Public Safety meetings. Engineer has put together a proposal on what the first steps would be but wanted to bring it up here and get permission to go ahead and begin to look at this. The building is decrepit. We could use a new facility there. This is extremely preliminary but wanted to be sure there is no big objection. We will keep it on the table and hope to move forward.  

OEM –JT LaKose reported 2017 FMA grant has been denied, Ocean City has filed an appeal. The 2018 grant process will open up this Fall and the home owners who applied for the 2017 grant will be allowed to apply for the 2018 free of charge. The flood bollards are moving forward and should be installed shortly as well as the security gates on the beach access points. Everything moving forward. 

RECREATION & TOURISM – 
Director Duca reported 

Updates on the events coming up:



Santa coming on July 22nd and will be here all week long



Art & Craft Festival August 4th and 5th all spots currently taken



Date for Go Green Fair – Monday, August 6th from 5-8 pm



Tuesday, August 7th National Night Out



Sunday, August 12th Stone Harbor Surf & Turf 5 mile race



Tuesday Concerts continue through Labor Day

Councilmember Gallagher asked about the break-down of Tuesdays at the Tower between the Chamber and the Borough for expenses. Miranda explained there are 7 concerts, we have secured 6 sponsors for all the concerts except for the last one, August 28th. All the bands cost $1,000 and the solicitations cover that cost. Councilmember Gallagher asked about the set-up, is it split between the Borough and the Chamber and Miranda said that is correct. All expenses are right down the middle, except we have PW personnel there, labor which is incurred.  Mayors said so the stage and sound system is split with the Chamber 50-50.

NATURAL RESOURCES  -Lenore Tedesco – Updates

Public Works doing a great job with the gardens in the Bird Sanctuary this Summer

Tours continue and are well received Sanctuary committee doing a field trip on Friday morning. Stone Harbor Point, Steward program in full force, coordinating with Captain Palmer for coverage and escorts

Police issue 5 warnings in the month of June, 3 for dogs, 2 for boat landings on the Point

Nesting activity is extremely high on the Point, overall very positive

Oyster catchers, piping plovers and a large colony of terns and skimmers.

Natural Resources Council started a review of current beach ordinances to see if there are opportunities to better manage power boats and boat landings on the Point which continue to be a challenge causing repetitive disturbances in the colonies. 

Update on USGS study, we talked about them coming onto the beach during the Summer we worked with them and they notified the Borough their study will be after Labor Day, September 7th – 22nd. 

Plastic Ordinance – following the introduction there were some comments offering suggestions relating to the definition of reusable plastic bags, came from the Surf Rider group. After a lot more research and discussion, there are some recommendations for revisions to the Ordinance that are specific to reusable bags. Changes would eliminate the use of plastic in your reusable, so then it would read, cloth or other washable fabric, woven or non woven,. Then adding 100% recyclable PVC plastic into it.  Additional definition lifetime uses, carries a certain weight and distances. 

Discussion on if that would require a delay. Decided to go ahead with the introduced Ordinance on August 7th and introduce the changes at a later date. 

Councilmember Parzych said we did the introduction of the Bulkhead Ordinance at the last 
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meeting, 2nd 3rd and final at the next meeting and then hoping to sit down and hammer out the details of short bulkhead corrections going forward almost like Phase 2.  Administrator said she 
does have the data and it is next on her agenda to identify them and start scheduling meetings with those individuals. Councilmember Krafczek said not only bulkheads that are very low and there is a significant number, they might not be necessarily that low but there are serious problems from fill that comes through below water and migrates into the bay area. He has seen a number of them throughout our Borough where decks that are starting to subside, and it is below the water line. One occasion he saw stones, white of a particular nature, at grade and then there at low tide.  Mayor asked how we could identify them, will be difficult. Engineer said it would have to be done by waterside inspection at low tide. 
Councilmember Parzych said we have to address the short ones first, then fold in as we become aware of other problems. Before we contact any homeowners we need to have a meeting ourselves to make sure we know what our approach will be. Mayor said by our meeting in August we will know who they are and their heights and decide what the approach will be. The structural thing we will fold in as we go along.  
DISCUSSION: Parking Meter Discussion
Mayor said in the past year we are getting more and more complaints that once the off season hits the employees and business owners are taking prime parking and as a result potential customers and patrols are unable to access the stores in the off season. One of the ideas to discuss would be leave the meters on year round with the exception of the parking lots. Free parking in all parking lots but the meters would remain on in the off-season. Encouraging employees to go into the parking lots. There is a total of 612 parking spaces, but that includes the Marina, ball field and 123rd street. When you remove them you have 313 parking spaces free spots within the business district.  Cape May, similar complaints from the merchants and what they did was leave their meters on until December 31st. However, we have an Ordinance on the books that restricts parking to 3 hours in the entire business district year round. Enforcement of that would be difficult.
The problem is after October 1st. Discussion of what district would be involved, what streets, dates involved and times. Councilmember Rich said this was talked about at a Chamber meeting, and she has asked for a parking committee to start to address this. The 3 hour time limit in the business district and our parking lots will have to be looked at.   Mayor said dates for parking meters are set by Resolution so that gives us some time to get feedback and for discussion. 
Councilmember Parzych said he could be convinced to leaving the meters on for the shoulder season and maybe year round, parking is relatively inexpensive. He and Councilmember Krafczek said this will push cars in the residential areas. 

Councilmember Rich said we need a map with an overlay. Mayor said we need a map, look at what will make sense, what dates would make sense, do we want to go year-round, exclude a couple of months, all of this and then talk to the Chamber. Administrator will put a map together. 

MOTION TO ADJOURN

Upon motion of




Councilmember Karen Lane
Seconded by 





Councilmember Ray Parzych  
That the Work Session Meeting of Mayor and Council be adjourned at 4:15p.m.
 Vote




6 Councilmembers
AYE

APPROVED___________________________________, 2018
_____________________________________________, Mayor

ATTEST______________________________________, Borough Clerk
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