MINUTES OF THE WORK SESSION OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF STONE HARBOR HELD IN THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING, September 18, 2018
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Davies-Dunhour at 3:00 p.m.

 

ROLL CALL                                                PRESENT
Councilmembers

Judith M. Davies-Dunhour, Mayor

Joan Kramar 
Suzanne C. Stanford, Borough Clerk

Karen Lane President
Kyle Weinberg Esq, Solicitor
 

Joselyn Rich  
Jill A. Gougher, Borough Administrator 
Mantura Gallagher 
James Craft, CFO 

 

Charles C. Krafczek 






Raymond Parzych 
Mayor Davies-Dunhour announced that the meeting was now open. Adequate notice of the meeting was provided by posting a copy of the time and place on the Municipal Clerk’s bulletin board and mailing a copy of same to the Press and the Cape May County Herald on January 6, 2018.

SALUTE TO THE FLAG

 PUBLIC SAFETY – 

COURT ADMINISTRATOR – Debbie Scott reported said things are running smooth, down to 1 court a month starting next month.      
FIRE CHIEF –Roger Stanford reported for the Summer season, from Memorial Day to Labor Day.  There were 109 fire calls, 236 EMS calls. Highlights were 8 building fires, 10 cooking fires, 25 EMS assists. Average 19 fire fighters per call.  
POLICE REPORT- Police Chief Schutta –month of August, 2018, 299 motor vehicle stops, 11 adult arrested. Personnel – 1 class I officer working until the end of the month, and 9 class II. Pending approve tonight we will be hoping to keep 1 Class II on until the end of November. We have 2 full time officer candidates that will meet with PS Committee this week for approval. If all goes well they can be sworn in first meeting of October. Building update, attended a meeting this morning, construction going along smoothly.    

BEACH PATROL CAPTAIN – Sandy Bosacco – another safe and successful summer. This summer there were 19 rescues, 8 EMS call, 10 Police calls and 15 lost children were found. Guards did a good job all Summer, working 6 days a week, 8 hours a day. In the public eye all day, interact with 100’s of people every day. They are to be commended. Thanked Mayor and Council and Administration for their support. 

Mayor read an e-mail that she received from Donna Hires. .She took a tumble on September 4th while crossing the street.  Wanted to let everyone know how wonderfully she was treated by everyone in the town. Particular note of thanks to the EMT who road in the ambulance with her. Please let him know how grateful she was for his kindness. 

.   
OEM –No report 

RECREATION & TOURISM – Councilmember Gallagher reported that Miranda Duca took another job and we will miss her. We will be meeting on Thursday and will discuss some of the applications that have been received to take her place.  
NATURAL RESOURCES  -Lenore Tedesco –
1) Point update vehicle access

a. Elevated water levels and high surf resulting from the remnants of Tropical Storm Gordon caused significant flooding at Stone harbor Point and elsewhere on the island. Preliminary indications are that the water elevation reached 5.04’ at 10 pm on 9/9/2018.

b. The elevated water levels effectively ended the nesting season at the Point with the loss of the remaining unfledged chicks.  At the time there were only about 8 
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chicks.  The colony did very well and it was a very productive season so while the end of the season was not as we had hoped, there is much to be pleased about.  We will have final counts on nesting and fledge numbers in the coming weeks.

c. Because there are no longer unfledged chicks at the Point, the restriction on vehicles at the point is no longer necessary. NJDFW is planning to be on site this week to replace downed fencing and establish the migratory bird protection area.  Depending on staffing, weather and tides, the hope is to have the site fencing up before this weekend.  In the event hey ae unable, the next installation window is September 26th.  Once this is completed, they are comfortable with the point being reopened to vehicles.

d. USFWS is recommending an opening of Saturday September 22nd to be allow them time to get the fencing up.  In the event it is not up this week, it is only a short time without fencing, and everyone is hopeful the vehicles will stay out of the critical habitat areas.  For the locals that enjoy the point, we are comfortable this is the case.  For others coming in for a day, this may not be the case.  That said, all feel it is important to balance access with conservation.

2) USGS Study

a. The USGS study started on 9/7 in Avalon and worked between 19th and 38th St.  Unfortunately, high surf and elevated water levels sent them back to Florida.  They had to cancel the field work for this year and will be in touch about rescheduling next year.

b. There is a slight chance they would return though 9/24 but have not heard back yet.

c. They are considering May or Sept/Oct 2019.

d. There is a second USGS field crew installing current meters in the channel behind SHP and in the channel that leads into the old CDF pond. They are scheduled to be on site today and we have been coordinating with them as well.

3) Sanctuary update

a. Docent led Tours – 194 people went on tours.  Highly variable attendance from none to 25.  No real patterns.  Tours were from Memorial Day – Labor Day on Saturday and Sundays in July and August and just Sunday in June.

b. Fall planning – Public works is working on fall prep for the sanctuary that involves invasive species management, some tree and brush clearing for downed items, and trail cleaning.

c. Holly Path is set to reopen on October first.

d. New signage for 3 trail heads has arrived and will be installed by public works. The Sanctuary committee is working on replacement signage for the pump house and Holly Path.  These two areas have larger signs with more information about the Sanctuary overall.  This is an already budgeted item in the 2018 budget.

e. Sanctuary committee has an upcoming meeting next week where they will be discussing a host of items including 2019 budgeting, invasive species management, and longer term planning and management of the Sanctuary.

4) Vegetation Management

a. The Natural Resources Committee met with Lomax Consulting to review policy for maintenance pruning associated with dune vegetation management plans especially as it relates to the ongoing project between 115th and 118th St.  The committee clarified language and policy in a common sense manner that sets standards, easy easily understandable and easy to implement.  The project partners are in agreement with the proposed clarifications and policy. 

5) Plastics Ordinance Amendment

a. Now that the Ordinance limiting the use of plastics in the borough has passed, there is the need to address some amendments that were discussed previously but at the time it was agreed that council wanted to make sure the ordinance was in place and would revisit once in place.

b. The revisions address the need to better define what constitutes a “reusable Plastic bag” and are in response to comments made by Surfrider and significant 


Work Session, September 18, 2018

research that was conducted to understand best practices following a few years of implementation of similar ordinances in other areas.

c. Section 19.01 Definitions

i. (n) Reusable carryout bag" means a carryout bag that is specifically designed and manufactured for multiple reuse, and meets the following criteria: 

1. displays in a highly visible manner on the bag exterior, language describing the bag's ability to be reused and recycled; 

2. has a handle; 

3.   is constructed out of any of the following materials: 

a. Cloth, other washable fabric, or other durable materials whether woven or non-woven; or 

b. 100% recycled PET Plastic and recyclable

c. has a minimum lifetime of 125 uses, which for purposes of this subsection, means the capability of carrying a minimum of 22 pounds 125 times over a distance of at least 175 feet. 

4. The amendment is only with 3b – recyclable plastic with a minimum thickness of 2.25 mils…

d. Section 19.02 c regarding the definition of acceptable paper bag for single use – should change the recycled content percentage to 80%.

i. Research shows that recycled content really needs to be at 80% or higher to be less environmentally impactful to manufacture than single use plastics. This is only the manufacturing side – the waste stream and pollution side is still beneficial but this improves the environmental benefit without changing the cost structure in any meaningful way.

ii. Amendment is to change form 40% recycled content to 80%.

PRESENTATION – Remington Vernick Engineers represented by James Oris and Ryan McGowan,, project engineers, gave a presentation on the 93rd Street Storm water Pump Station . This project has been has been permitted and is financed by local municipal bonding. The new sewer pump station will be constructed while the old current sewer pump station will remain in place. Once that sewer pump station is completed we will move forward with the storm sewer pump station.   

Ryan McGowan showed a rendering of what the final site will look like. The original pump station that is where will be completely demolished and replaced with the structure on the photo. Slightly back and to the right there is a large generator that will sit between the storm water pump station and the sanitary pump station which is in the back of the site. The last thing is a utility transformer which will bring power to the site. Two separate projects on one small site. Council said they would like to see more on the rear of the property and what will be in that area. They said the building in the rear will look like a large shed and they can provide pictures of it. 

They are finalizing some changes in plans and specifications and will mail on Friday. We will ready to go out to bid first week of October, looking for authorization to go out to be first meeting in October.  Open bids early in November and construction duration was original projected to be 270 days now will be 310 days from the award.   Generator requires a 6 month lead time between order and delivery. Section 2 will begin next October and will be another year and a half, until Spring of 2021.  It will be a 3 year project. All of the street work will be required to be done off-season.   
PUBLIC COMMENT

Martin Lucas – 345 – 93rd Street – how much of the street will be torn up and once it is town up will the residents have the opportunity to put their overhead power lines under the street. Some of the neighbors are interested. Remington Vernick has no problem incorporating that into the project, they can work with the contractors to do that. 

Tom Kelly – 332 – 93rd Street – just to the left on the rendering. He believes the rendering is completely inadequate for the discussion of the project because so much is going on behind what you are looking at. Meaningless for this presentation. 
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Patti DiMarco – 364 – 93rd Street wanted to know about the street closure for the second phase. They reported the second phase will require the installation of a 54 inch diameter pipe that will run down the road all the way to the bulkhead. That will be during the winter of 2020. Will work with the residents as much as possible to make accommodations. There will be disruptions. 
 Savor September special event application was discussed.  Will try to tighten up the time frame, it got to us tonight and the event is Saturday. Parking permits requested were discussed and Councilmember Kramar said recommendation made by Administrator that the vendors have to park down at the 95th Street parking lot. They can drop off their product but they have to park down there, we are not issuing parking permits.  

Councilmember Gallagher said maybe we will look at a deadline, when the information and events application has to be to the Borough.   Councilmember Rich said we should look at a better process. 
BULKHEADS - Councilmember Parzych spoke about the bulkhead amendments. Mayor said we raised the bulkhead heights by Ordinance about 2 months ago to 8 ft. At that time we did not address those bulkheads that fell below 6.7 ft. some as low as below 4 ft.  We decided we will roll out the matter of years where you will have an opportunity to bring your bulkhead into compliance. So if your bulkhead falls below 4 ft. you will have 24 months to bring it into compliance, which means you have to get to 6.2 ft. within 24 months. May be to your advantage to go to 8 ft. The next tier will be 4.2 ft. to 4.5 ft. you will have 4 years. 4.6ft -5 ft. you will have 6 years 5.1ft-5.5ft you will have 8 years. That amendment will be made tonight.    
 Administrator said we are looking at the funding mechanism that may be available to the property owners. In Brigatine they did a special improvement district for a specific area all along the bulkhead. They authorized a Bond Ordinance and did the special assessment for a 10 year period.  He has asked CFO to do research on a revolving loan fund, therefore the property owner will be able to get the price, get the work done and we reimburse them. 

MOTION TO ADJOURN

Upon motion of




Councilmember Karen Lane
Seconded by 





Councilmember Ray Parzych  
That the Work Session Meeting of Mayor and Council be adjourned at 4:15 p.m.
 Vote




6 Councilmembers
AYE

APPROVED___________________________________, 2018
_____________________________________________, Mayor

ATTEST______________________________________, Borough Clerk

Error! Unknown document property name.

