MINUTES OF THE WORK SESSION OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF STONE HARBOR HELD IN THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING, April 16, 2019
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Davies-Dunhour at 3:00 p.m.

 

ROLL CALL                                                PRESENT
Councilmembers

Judith M. Davies-Dunhour, Mayor

Reese Moore 
Suzanne C. Stanford, Borough Clerk

Joselyn O. Rich
Marcus Karavan, Solicitor
 

Mantura Gallagher   
Jill A. Gougher, Borough Administrator 
Charles Krafczek ABSENT
James Craft, CFO 

 

Ray Parzych 






Robert Levins ABSENT
Mayor Davies-Dunhour announced that the meeting was now open. Adequate notice of the meeting was provided by posting a copy of the time and place on the Municipal Clerk’s bulletin board and mailing a copy of same to the Press and the Cape May County Herald on January 4, 2019.

SALUTE TO THE FLAG

PUBLIC SAFETY – 
COURT ADMINISTRATOR – Debbie Scott reported she was interviewing. She reached out to VoTech and they sent someone over to be interviewed for the position in her office. Just getting ready for Summer, first parking ticket complaint came in today.        
FIRE REPORT–Chief Stanford report for March 13 fire calls, 28 EMS calls, 1 building fire, 1 medical assist, 3 natural gas leaks, 1 arching wire, 1 cover assignment and 6 fire alarms.
POLICE REPORT- Chief Tom Schutta – report for March, 106 motor vehicle stops, 1 adult arrested. Update on personnel, we have 3 Class II’s in the winter police academy, expected to graduate next week. We have 7 Class II applicants will be taking training starting at the end of the month, graduation in late June. Currently in the process of hiring Class I’s - parking enforcement officers, going to Vo-Tech looking for candidates. Both officers that were away for full time military training have returned to duty. We have begun the selection process to replace the full time officer that left recently. Completion of Phase 2 renovation in the police building is very close. The tile flooring is being installed as we speak, begin the process of moving things in next week. 

BEACH PATROL CAPTAIN –Sandy Bosacco – most of the equipment is ordered, uniforms etc. In the process of hiring beach taggers. Public Works making headquarters look nice, doing a lot of work there. A lot of improvement there. We don’t have that many lifeguard applications yet, only about a half dozen, a little concerned. He has enough taggers but would still like a few more.   Mayor reminded everyone of the beach opening at noon on Saturday of Memorial Day week-end, completion of first responders. 
OEM –JT LaKose – Participated in an exercise along with County OEM at the State level. We did hear back about the Storm Ready, we have found an alternative, working with Marty Palugi at the County level. Storm Ready program helps with our community rating. 

RECREATION & TOURISM -  
Tina Prickett reported the new website officially launched April 8th and we have positive feedback. Have been replacing all the windscreens that blew down during the wind yesterday. Have confirmation that tennis, pickle ball, basketball and shuffle board courts are to be resurfaced for the 2019 season, work to be completed by June 12th. Summer programing is underway and new schedule is posted on the website. Registration is open for the pickle ball tournament, we opened it a little early so we can order t-shirts. Opening all the camps and clinics May 1st for property owners. All summer night family night entertainment has been scheduled, Monday nights at the Firehouse. Looking at 4th of July activities and will be finalizing the summer staff list. 
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Tourism Director - Jenny Olson working on the dedication ceremony for the new Police Building. Tourism Department intending to apply for a Cooperative Marketing Grant from the State in cooperation with the Chamber of Commerce. Will be attending the Board of Directors meeting this week.  In the middle of the Arts & Crafts festival, working on site assignments. We have 151 returning vendors and about 70 new vendors. Farmers Market starts Sunday of Memorial Day week-end. We have 20 vendors confirmed, waiting for confirmation from 4 more. 

She wanted to put out for discussion the Film Shoot. This was denied from the different departments. She notified him that it was denied and he sent an e-mail back and asked that it be appealed. He has been a visitor to Stone Harbor for 25 years, doesn’t feel like he is asking for a whole lot. But it does coincide with the Spring Tide Festival. Mayor asked if he mentioned changing the date. Jenny said he wants to stay with the date, May 4th and 5th. He talked about using streets further south in town, no exact street numbers. 

Councilmember Parzych said it is not a very big crew and the street closings aren’t near 96th Street. Councilmember Rich asked if they were in front of peoples properties. Mayor asked what streets he wants closed. Jenny said he didn’t pin them down but possibly 111th street, between First and the beach, alternative 108th between First and the beach, 120th between Second and Third if possible. 117th between Second and Third, 116th between Second and the beach. These are his choices and he is looking to close two. On May 4th he is looking for 114th street and Paradise Drive.  Talk about being on a week-end, not fair to people coming down for the week-end and being interrupted. A lot to ask being on a week-end. Hours could be anywhere between 8 am and 7 pm.      

Administrator said everybody’s thinking was the Spring Tide Festival and the amount of traffic in town was pretty much why we opposed it. Mayor said Borough resources are pretty much going to be at the 200 block.  Administrator asked if he could change it to a different date, which is where we all left it.

Police Chief said he wanted more information, posting no parking signs, road closures, dates and times. 
Mayor asked that he pick a different date. Councilmember Parzych we need more details about these road closures and times. We should encourage him to give us another date. 

Mayor said we don’t meet before the 4th of May, we can just ask him to come back May 7th with a different date to be approved. Jenny will contact him and we will put it on for the next meeting. 

Councilmember Gallagher asked if there have been any plans made for the employee picnic yet. 
Jenny said not yet. 

NATURAL RESOURCES Lenore Tedesco 
Borough of Stone Harbor

Natural Resources Report to Work Session

Lenore Tedesco

4/16/2019

Stone Harbor Bird Sanctuary

1) Egret Espy Trail has been seasonally closed as of March 1 in accordance with the management plan for wildlife.

2) Public Works is reviewing the entrance area of Egret Espy to determine if some limbs need to be removed for trail safety.

3) There is a rooster at the Sanctuary near the Pump House that has been there for a while.  Not sure where he came from, but needs to be removed. Efforts are ongoing to capture him.

a. It would be good if there were some messaging about this.

b. Cruel to the rooster and bad for the sanctuary.

4) TWI has accepted four environmental education interns for the season. The Interns will be leading Sanctuary tours beginning early June and continuing throughout the Summer on Saturdays and Sundays.

Stone Harbor Point

1) Coordination with NJ Division of Fish and Wildlife

a. NJDFW has placed symbolic fencing and closure information for a portion of the point to protect beach nesting birds. The point is now closed to vehicle traffic for the season.

2) Stone Harbor Point Stewards Program is gearing up for the summer.  TWI is in the process of hiring 6 stewards for the summer.  They will be on duty at the point 7 days per week from Memorial Day through Labor Day.

a. Rack cards bout the point conservation area are being distributed with beach tags again.

3) There was a meeting regarding boat landings at the point on March 28th with law enforcement seeking clarification on which ordinances prohibit boat landings and operation of motorized vessels along the protected beaches in the Borough and how those ordinances translate to Stone Harbor Point.  Heavy boat landings and swimming just offshore the point has been an increasing challenge to public safety and wildlife conservation. 

a. A combination of ordinances effectively limit motorized boats to an area 300’ offshore and prohibit swimming or boating in an area that is not so designated as such an area. 

b. The clarifications should prove helpful to law enforcement efforts this summer.

c. A first step in getting the word out is to craft a press release about the regulations and that they will be enforced.  NJDFW has agreed to work with the Borough on the language.  Letters to area marinas are also under consideration.

Mayor said she has a concern about the trapping. Snare trap found at the Point, is there any way we can regulate what kind of traps are used there, any way we can have input on how this is done moving forward, so something like that doesn’t happen again.  Lenore said she can’t speak for US Fish & Wildlife Service. They have what they consider to be standards for humanity and how those are done, believe they were following those rules. Lenore said we do have an agreement with them for work as the landowner. Mayor said she wants to have more input into how this trapping is actually done, snare traps are not humane. What was going on is unfortunate. As the landowner we should have some sort of input as the trapping is conducted and monitored. 

Administrator said she and Solicitor can review the current agreement and see if there is room in the existing agreement, able to amend it and/get clarification or even able to dictate those things. 

Mayor said she and the public would be more comfortable if we just reviewed it and had some input on what kind of traps are used etc. Administrator said she will look at it and set something up. 
Councilmember Rich said there is an Ordinance on for tonight about dogs in the Conservation District. The parking lot south, no dogs shall be permitted in the Conservation Management District, this makes it very clear. 

Councilmember Parzych commented that the Ordinance should contain something that specify exactly where the Conservation Management District is.  
SHOPA would like the Borough to make sure they have the dates of the Beach Sweeps as soon as the Borough receives them. 

Administrator said she had a conversation with DEP in reference to the lack of beach replenishment for Stone Harbor. They wanted to discuss options we might have. One of the areas they want to look, and Grant & Craig agreed, was there are certain areas where the dunes have been overly successful, higher than they should be. We are going to look at those areas and get in touch with Army Corp. We will not be taking sand from Hereford, why can’t we use federal money for that?  They will go back and see if this is feasible to use some of the money 
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available for this work. There is a significant amount of sand that we can put into areas most needed. 

Councilmember Parzych said he and the Administrator met last week with Hatch McDonald and the Borough Engineer looking toward revamping and re-designing the Storm water Pump Station on 93rd Street. They will come back to us with a proposal, a funding proposal, so they can move forward with this. Administrator will schedule a Flood Mitigation meeting in the near future, so the members of that committee can all get into agreement, going forward. 

Councilmember Parzych asked about the Municipal Access Plan for introduction today, he had trouble with the word in perpetuity, does it have to be in there. Solicitor said this is the model from them and their standard language, the form they want used. Spoke about the re-percussions if we don’t agree. Solicitor not prepared to answer that today, we are under a time-line. We can introduce it tonight and he can provide us with more information about alternatives and re-percussions before the Ordinance comes up for final adoption. Administrator and Solicitor will compare this plan with the one previously approved by Council to see the differences.      
At this time we are about to consider a Resolution to go into private session. We would appreciate it if you would all remain seated until the Resolution has been acted upon. At the conclusion of the private session we will come back into public session for the purpose of either taking action as a result of our discussion in private session or to simply adjourn. It is also possible that someone might bring up some other item of business in public session after we come back from private session.
 RESOLUTION 2019-S-66 (Closed Session)

Upon motion of 




Councilmember Joselyn O. Rich    

Seconded by


 


Councilmember Ray Parzych 
A Resolution Providing for a Meeting Not Open to the Public 

in Accordance with the Provisions of 

the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act,

N.J.S.A. 10:4–12


Whereas, the Borough Council of the Borough of Stone Harbor is subject to certain requirements of the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4–6, et seq., and


Whereas, the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4–12, provides that an Executive Session, not open to the public, may be held for certain specified purposes when authorized by Resolution, and


Whereas, it is necessary for the Borough Council of the Borough of Stone Harbor to discuss in a session not open to the public certain matters relating to the item or items authorized by N.J.S.A. 10:4–12b and designated below:

1. Matters related to purchase, lease, sale or acquisition of real property with public funds. 
2. Possible Litigation/Attorney-Client Privilege 
Now, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Stone Harbor, assembled in public session on April 16, 2019 that an Executive Session closed to the public shall be held on April 16, 2019 at or about 4:30 P.M. in the Borough Hall of the Borough of Stone Harbor, 9508 Second Avenue, Stone Harbor, New Jersey, for the discussion of matters relating to the specific items designated above.


Official action may be taken as a result of said executive session.


It is anticipated that, in accordance with law and in a timely manner, the deliberations conducted in closed session may be disclosed to the public upon the determination of the Borough Council that the public interest will no longer be served by such confidentiality.

Vote




4 Councilmembers AYE
MOTION to return to open Session

Upon motion of




Councilmember Ray Parzych
Seconded by





Councilmember Joselyn O. Rich
Vote




5 Councilmembers AYE

Councilmember Krafczek joined Council at the Closed Session. 

MOTION TO ADJOURN

  Upon motion of




Councilmember Joselyn O. Rich 
Seconded by 





Councilmember Ray Parzych  
That the Work Session Meeting of Mayor and Council be adjourned at 4:35 p.m.
 Vote




6 Councilmembers
AYE

APPROVED___________________________________, 2019
_____________________________________________, Mayor

ATTEST______________________________________, Borough Clerk
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