MINUTES OF THE WORK SESSION OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF STONE HARBOR HELD IN THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING, May 21, 2019
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Davies-Dunhour at 3:00 p.m.

 

ROLL CALL                                                PRESENT
Councilmembers

Judith M. Davies-Dunhour, Mayor

Reese Moore 
Suzanne C. Stanford, Borough Clerk

Joselyn O. Rich
Marcus Karavan, Solicitor
 

Mantura Gallagher   
Jill A. Gougher, Borough Administrator 
Charles Krafczek 
James Craft, CFO 

 

Ray Parzych 
Mayor Davies-Dunhour announced that the meeting was now open. Adequate notice of the meeting was provided by posting a copy of the time and place on the Municipal Clerk’s bulletin board and mailing a copy of same to the Press and the Cape May County Herald on January 4, 2019.

SALUTE TO THE FLAG

PUBLIC SAFETY – 
COURT ADMINISTRATOR – Debbie Scott reported her office hired a part timer, training is underway. She is already working on tickets on her own. Tickets have picked up mostly parking meters and blocking driveways. 
Mayor reminded everyone of the beach opening on Saturday at noon, competition from each department, 4 members each.       
FIRE REPORT–Chief Stanford report for April, 19 fire calls, 29 EMS calls, 1 building fire, 7 natural gas leaks, 2 cover assignments, 7 fire alarms and 2 carbon monoxide alarms. 
POLICE REPORT- Chief Tom Schutta – report for April, 67 motor vehicle stops, 5 adults arrested. Update on personnel, we have 3 SLEO  II’s currently working, 7 SLEO recruits currently attending training, expected to graduate end of June. We have 2 SLEO I currently working, one just started today. Full time officer candidate interviewed by PS Committee last week and approved will be sworn in tonight. Building update, last monthly update, continue to say thank you. The ribbon cutting ceremony was really nice, better that I expected. The public, retired members of the department, everything was nice. Had positive feedback from the public. Thank you to Mayor and Council again. Last month went through accreditation process, NJ State Chiefs of Police, had the assessment on April 29th and 30th. All went very well. Scheduled for final hearing on June 13th.  Thanks to Stone Harbor School for Arbor Day, all members of the Police Department were present when they dedicated a tree to the Police Department. Very much appreciated. Be mindful of the local ordinances in town, particularly on the beach. Police will be present.   

BEACH PATROL -Captain Sandy Bosacco – This Saturday, first day with lifeguards on duty. Will have about half of the beaches protected. Also the first day with the beach taggers, we are fully staffed and a nice group young people. Sunday will be the annual lifeguard tryout. Looking forward to a great summer. 

OEM –JT LaKose –don’t have much, just reminder June 1st is the beginning of hurricane season, so have a plan. Forecast is for an average season. 

RECREATION & TOURISM –Jenny Olson 
Gave some information from Tina Prickett who was not present.

Programming, currently 100 pickleball tournament registrants, 20 more than last year. Registration closes June 10th. 

Spring Use Tennis started May 10th – 14 full time registrants

All tennis and pickleball courts are currently free and first come, first serve basis. Tennis Support building will be open June 17th, all court rentals will start then. 

Hardtrue courts have been reconditioned and are in great shape. 

Construction of the new bike fix station has begun at the old skateboard park, will finish up this 
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week and hardware will follow.    

Tourism 

3 New Special Event Applications

Cape Express College ID Clinic Friday, May 31st needs approval at the Regular Meeting

Burke Motor Get in Gear Bike September 7th 
Stone Harbor Triathlon Sunday, July 21st 
Approval at Regular Meeting

Cape Express College ID Clinic

Chamber Turtle Trot

Will be Boys Film

Mayor update on Chamber Meeting – Spring Meeting last week, asked her to in attendance to answer questions about single use plastic ordinance. Membership was encouraged to give us questions and/or concerns they may have. Not an overabundance of questions at the meeting. One think that came out of the meeting was in the definitions it states these products have to meet the standards of the American Society for testing and materials, ASTM. Merchants were going on the website and everyone was being charged. We are going to get those specifics and provide them. Reminder to the merchants when you are dealing with your distributor, they should be aware of the testing and counseling you as to if it complies or not. This information will be posted on the Borough website. 

Administrator – questions about exemptions. Mainly on complying with the bags, reusable bags and compostable vs. recyclable. The other thing was a lot of them had ordered the material but they won’t be in right away so they are asking for some time. 
Marnie Lengle read a letter into the record from the Chamber of Commerce.   
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Attn: Borough of Stone Harbor"
The Stone Harbor Chamber of Commerce is work ing with our member businesses to educate them about the Single-Use Plastics Ban, effective June 1, 2019.
We have provided info re: submitting a Hardship Request. We are providing images and signage for our members to print and display re: disposal of trash & recycling.
There is frustration in knowing that Cape May County does not have a compostable facility, and according to Lyn Crumbock at the MUA, there will not be one for severa l years.  It also is frustrating in knowing that recycling capabilities within the County are also changing, after Borough Ordinance 466 has been written.
We, at the Chamber, will do our best to communicate with our members and with you to make this movement a positive one. Since the ordinance only restricts the businesses, we would like your cooperation to make these changes make the difference we all want to see .
We are requesting that all trash and recycling cans and receptacles throughout the business district are clearly marked re: what is considered TRASH and what is considered RECYCABLE. Compostable products should not go into the recycling bins. According to Ms. Crumbock, if only 10% of recycling containers come to the County MUA with contaminated materials, which includes compostables, the entire container will go on the landfill. This will not move us forward in our efforts to become a Green Community.
We also recommend that our beachfront trash and recycling containers be thoughtfully upgraded to allow for proper disposal of TRASH VS. RECYCLING and recreate them so that our friends, the seagulls, cannot access them, our visitors can make quick decisions about disposal and we can keep our beaches clean.
Sincerely,
Your Stone Harbor Chamber of Commerce

Maggie Day, President
Dana Barnes, Vice President 

 Cathy Schaffer, Treasurer 

Marilyn  Hahle, Secretary
Mayor agrees, we need to get some sort of simple, consistent signage. Administrator said we are working on that. 

Exemption from Plastic Ordinance for discussion– 


Dairy Queen until December 31, 2019

                      
Douglas Fudge until June 15th

          
Paw Prints until July 31st
                     
Separately Swimwear until July 7th
                     
Well Dressed Olive until July 31st 
Motions in Regular meeting

NATURAL RESOURCES Lenore Tedesco 
Borough of Stone Harbor

Natural Resources Report to Work Session Lenore Tedesco

5/21/12019

Stone Harbor Bird Sanctuary

1) Garden maintenance planting was completed on Friday with the help of volunteers from the Bird Sanctuary Committee and TWI staff. We planted approximately 250 plants throughout the gardens, in the meadow, and in the island on the entry to SH from Nummy’s Island.

2) TWI has accepted four environmental education interns for the season. The Interns will be leading Sanctuary tours beginning early June and continuing throughout the Summer on Saturdays and Sundays. Training for the interns will be on Thursday at the Sanctuary.

3) Proposal for treatment of the Phragmites at the Sanctuary.

a. Bird Sanctuary Committee has recommended to the Borough Natural Resources Committee that this proposal be considered. Natural Resources Committee has asked that I present the proposal to council for consideration.

b. Revised proposal attached for review and discussion

c. Budgeted $3000 in 2019

i. $2400 plan prep
ii. $3850 freshwater permits phase 1

iii. $4000 – permits if needed – tidal

iv. Implement 1 $7200

v. Implement 2 $4680

vi. Implement 3 $3,300

d. John Flynn, committee member, engaged a retired friend who worked with NJDEP for 30+ years and is a Phrag expert. He agreed to help us through the process and provide review of the proposal.  He felt the proposal was sound and a good approach to management. He holds Princeton Hydro in high regard.

e. I am working on possible sources to fund some of the implementation including Natural Resource Damages Moneys through the USFWS Partners Program – but we did budget for the planning (but not enough) and we do have funds in the friends budget that are looking for use as well- and that would give us time to find grant $ without sitting on sideline for too long.

Stone Harbor Point

1) Coordination with NJ Division of Fish and Wildlife continues at SHP.

2) Stone Harbor Point Stewards Program is gearing up for the summer along with coordination with law enforcement for training and scheduling.

3) Spring Shorebird and Horseshoe Crab Festival was this weekend with an evening guided walk at the point where we saw the Red Knots coming into the point by the hundreds for overnight roosting. We also had a treat of seeing piping plovers foraging on the beach front.

4) Nesting success at the point has been challenging with the heavy loss of nests so far to a combination of flooding tides and predation by foxes.
a. There are currently a few American Oystercatcher nests anticipated to hatch now and some piping plover nests that are still holding on.

Councilmember Krafczek wanted to comment on the snare traps at the Point. He wants to know how members of Council were not informed that snare traps were killing foxes at the Point in Stone Harbor. He would expect that to appear in bid bold letters in the minutes, killing fox in favor of piping plover. How is it that none of us knew about it, and he finds out on social media, it is very upsetting.   Mayor said she and Administrator met with both State and Federal Fish and Wildlife on the 8th of May.  She asked them what is endangered and what is threatened and it does not matter if a species is endangered or threatened, they are still afforded the same protection. Mayor asked what is the choice of traps, and why the snare traps.  Didn’t get a viable answer other than they are effective. She asked if they can use different types of traps, relocate, is there a more humane way of dealing with this. Disappointed in all their answers. At one point she was told sometimes when the trappers walk up on these snare traps, the foxes are asleep, not an inhumane was of dealing with predation. She looked at the conservation plan for the Point, during that meeting they referenced it. It refers to relocation, and was told during the meeting relocation is not an option. Does not sit well that we are using cable traps at the Point, asked for humane monitored traps. Will open it up to Council if we want to put some pressure on Fish & Wildlife to have a more humane way of dealing with predation. We all love the Point, we all know it is a GEM, but isn’t there another way of handling the predation control, a more humane way. 

Councilmember Krafczek said again, why did we have to find out through social media, should have come immediately and directly, before it even happened. Assumes there was some sort of notification that they were coming and what they were going to do. Killing fox at the Point in favor of another species. How did we get here and find out after it was being done, this is significant. 

.        
Administrator said the Borough does receive a notification of time frame, when they are going to go out. That information came to her however it does not include any information about what they are doing. 

Mayor needs a consensus from Council that pressure be put on them to find an alternate more humane way of doing this. 
Lenore Tedesco reported box traps for foxes are 100% unsuccessful. State of NJ has the most restrictive trapping laws in the Country, only allowed 2 or 3 choices for trapping fox. We are talking about an animal that has been introduced here, was never present on barrier islands. 
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Their population is exploding. We are asked to make a decision between animal x and animal y. That decision is being made at the State and Federal level and to some extent locally. Relocation is not an option, they are rabies vector animals, not allowed to move them around. Mayor said you can with State approval.  Lenore said stress on an animal’s relocation is extreme. Making a decision based on emotion.
Mayor suggests they look at a monitored trap. An unmonitored trap is inhumane. 

Mayor said she has looked at our Conservation Plan, which we will be looking at for updates this year. 

Mayor asked Council for a consensus that we would like to have them trap in a different, more humane manner.  

Councilmember Parzych the questions is how do we get foxes off the Point in a humane manner. We would also support going to back to State and Federal and having further discussions with them about what can we possibly do, you will have Council’s full backing on that. 

Councilmember Rich showed pictures of the benches at the Point, before and after the PW department power washed them.  They look wonderful, great job! 

Mayor said it was in the paper today our Congressman testifying before the Chairman of House Natural Resources Committee. Speaking about our issues specifically, NJ #9, saying there needs to be a solution for us in Cape May County. It gives us hope that we will be someday be to draw sand from Hereford.

Councilmember Parzych said to reignite this again, but what did we decide we are going to do? Mayor said she would go talk to State & Federal again, with support. If we have a consensus, Administrator and I will go back and talk to them. Councilmember Krafczek said he would like to memorialize in some form or fashion in writing. Perhaps draft a letter. Mayor said we will do something in writing and vote on whatever that correspondence is at the next meeting. 

Administrator asked Lenore Tedesco to explain why the Borough decided to keep compostable in the Ordinance. She said there are a couple of answers. There are no compostable facilities here yet. One of the components of compostable is there are produced with sustainable material, not produced with plastic or petroleum based products, so they do break down in the environment better. 
MOTION TO ADJOURN

Upon motion of




Councilmember Joselyn O. Rich 
Seconded by 





Councilmember Ray Parzych  
That the Work Session Meeting of Mayor and Council be adjourned at 4:35 p.m.
 Vote




5 Councilmembers
AYE

APPROVED___________________________________, 2019
_____________________________________________, Mayor

ATTEST______________________________________, Borough Clerk
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