MINUTES OF THE WORK SESSION OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF STONE HARBOR HELD IN THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING, June 18, 2019
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Davies-Dunhour at 3:00 p.m.

 

ROLL CALL                                                PRESENT
Councilmembers

Judith M. Davies-Dunhour, Mayor

Reese Moore 
Suzanne C. Stanford, Borough Clerk

Joselyn O. Rich
Marcus Karavan, Solicitor
 

Mantura Gallagher   
Jill A. Gougher, Borough Administrator 
Charles Krafczek 
James Craft, CFO 

 

Ray Parzych 






Frank Dallahan

Mayor Davies-Dunhour announced that the meeting was now open. Adequate notice of the meeting was provided by posting a copy of the time and place on the Municipal Clerk’s bulletin board and mailing a copy of same to the Press and the Cape May County Herald on January 4, 2019.

SALUTE TO THE FLAG

RECREATION & TOURISM

Tourism Director reported 1 special event application in circulation now and it is for the Seashore Ace Furniture Tent Sale. Annual sale, 7 am – 4 pm 

Upcoming Borough events 4th of July fireworks and concert. Jazz and Blues band at 95th Street pavilion play from 7:30 – 9:30, followed by the Fireworks. The stage and sound company will provide music to accompany the fireworks display and they will provide a play list. 

Annual Baby Parade, July 8th working on that now. 

We have had 4 successful Sunday Farmers Markets, still have two open spaces. 

Working on Arts & Crafts Festival, the tents have been reserved. Collected over $56,000 in fees so far.  
Recreation Director – tennis building operating during the mornings, once they get the internet set up will be open full time. Open next Monday for all Pickelball and Tennis operations. Resurfacing underway fixing cracks on all courts, 82nd street court looks brand new. 

Monday, June 24th all staff starts full time. Clinics and leagues also start. Fourth of July, everything already booked. 

Councilmember Gallagher said at her committee meeting last time, ladies Bocce was discussed. There was more discussion on social media, wondering what the status is. Tina reported that Tim has been told that he is down there 6 hours a week, being the bocce commissioner. He will officiating all the bocce games on Wednesday and Friday. Councilmember Gallagher said it was the recommendation of the Committee not to do that. Tina said it is a free league but we organize it as far as brackets and picking teams and having all the equipment there. Administrator said she has told Tina for next year to put in for a part-time employee to free Tim up. Councilmember Gallagher said she is concerned because it was agreed upon at the committee meeting, then discussed on Social Media and it changed. Tina said it is a recreation organized league, in our marketing material and our pamphlet, we do the registration on line. Councilmember Rich said if we put money into it next year, we should have a small charge.   
Councilmember Parzych said next season this will be on the schedule, not for the balance of his season. Next year we will build that into the program, a nominal fee to pay for a part time employee to act as referee. 
NATURAL RESOURCES Lenore Tedesco 

Borough of Stone Harbor 

Natural Resources Report to Work Session

Lenore Tedesco

6/18/2019

1) Stone Harbor Point Update

It's been a quiet week out at the point.  For the most part, all nests are still active!  The chicks are doing well and getting big.  Information from NJDEP – Endangered and Non-game Species Program from their site monitoring.

a. 2 active pairs of Piping Plovers – Federally Threatened
i. Pair 1 - Pair not active.

ii. Pair 2 - Petunia & Stanley have their 2 chicks within the fenced area.  The chicks are estimated to fledge on 6/26.  The third chick has not been seen in a week.

iii. Pair 3 - Shore Magic and his unbanded mate have a nest within the fenced area.   The nest is estimated to hatch on 6/28.

iv. An additional pair of plovers has been noted scraping at the point!  

b. 25 pairs of American Oystercatchers (24 active pairs) – NJ Special Concern
i. 24 active nests/broods at the moment.  All within the fenced areas.  

ii. Seven nests have hatched.  The broods are estimated to fledge between 6/23 and 7/17.  

iii. The other nests are expected to hatch between 6/15 - 7/9 if they can hang in there!

c. Black Skimmers – NJ Endangered
i. Approximately 250 adults have been noted at two different locations this season at the point.  The two colonies consist of about equal adults.  An accurate accounting of incubating birds is not available right now.  They will have one shortly.

ii. SHP colony is one of only 4 in the state at the moment

d. Common Terns – NJ Special Concern
i. Reporting around 80 adults.  

ii. They will have an incubating adult count this weekend.

2) Police Patrols and Beach Stewarding on SHP

a. Seem to be going well.

b. The May SHP/Marine Patrol reporting showed there were 14 boats verbally advised that the point is a no landing zone prior to landing during 3 patrols in May.

c. Stewards have been on duty daily since Memorial Day educating people and managing disturbance events prior to occurrence.

d. I was out the past two weekends and there is a lot of excitement by folks coming from locally and further afield for a chance to see some of the nesting birds and chicks.  They are quite a draw.

3) Stone Harbor Bird Sanctuary

a. Tours are ongoing and going well.

b. Sanctuary Committee met last week and are moving forward with website updates and generating facebook posts and traffic to the facebook page.

c. The committee is working on the text for replacement signs at the pump house and Holly Path entrance.  These are budgeted items.

d. Public works will be/or already has removed a faded sign related to the Penn Horticultural Award for the gardens and placed a photo and recognition of the award on the sanctuary website to memorialize the receipt of the award.

Councilmember Parzych said we may have Fish & Wildlife maybe at the next meeting, July 2nd. Mayor said that is her understanding,  Federal Fish & Wildlife has confirmed but the State has not, correct? Administrator said she had a conversation with the State today and it does not appear that they will be coming, in fact, they have asked if we could gather up the questions and send to her and she will send them and then they will answer that way. They said they would come and meet with three Councilmembers at a time, if Council so desires. They did not feel it would be beneficial to come to a Work Shop meeting. They will answer questions in writing. If you have questions, forward them to the Administrator. 

Mayor said there is only one questions, isn’t there a more humane way than a snare trap/cable trap. 

Councilmember Rich said if we all think about this, there should be more questions. We have been successfully maintaining this area and this situation is one that is controversial but I do think we need to understand is that since 2012 we had an incredibly good relationship with all 
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these agencies and I think we need to understand what they all do for us and what we do for them as good stewards. She doesn’t want to risk anything or any of the progress we have made.  All those agencies do help Stone Harbor. To submit questions to the Administrator is fair, you will get the answers. 
Councilmember Parzych said they met with Natural Resources, I am sure other Councilmembers would like to meet with them and hear what they have to say. He would like to just talk to them.  Don’t know the process of setting that up, but he would like to talk to them about the hunting options here.  Councilmember Rich said make the list of questions and they will answer them. 

Councilmember Dallahan said there is more than one questions, data needs to be collected. We have heard the use of the word carnage in connection with trapping the foxes. One of the questions that needs to be addressed , how many foxes have been trapped, what has been done with them, where do they take them and what happens if there are baby foxes on the grounds? What happens to them?  

Mayor said it is unfortunate that the public will not be given an opportunity to perhaps ask questions as well, to give information and educate people is always good, that is the opportunity we were affording them. It is unfortunate and we will submit our questions to Jill.  

Councilmember Dallahan asked how the State gets to determine how this hearing is going to be handled.  Who put them in charge of saying how this is going to be done, when we specifically requested that they send representatives here to explain the situation, not only to us, but to the public as well. Mayor said she doesn’t know the answer to that. 

Administrator said the Acting Chief called today and indicated that they felt they have answered our questions and that if there was anything specific that we feel they have not answered to put that in writing and they will respond in writing.  Her conversation on Friday with Eric Shrading, Federal, he indicated that if the State was not able to make it, he would not come without them. 

Councilmember Gallagher asked if the State was not willing to come to a meeting period, or just not on July 2nd ? Administrator said they will not come to a public meeting, they would however, be willing to meet but they did not want to participate in any type of public banter back and forth. 

Mayor said we could do a Work Shop that didn’t have public comment. Administrator said she had offered that to them. In the Work Shop questions only come from Council. She will relay that back to them again. 
Councilmember Moore suggested we get back to them and tell them it was discussed at Council today and ask that they reconsider their position. Mayor said and tell them we will make sure it is conducted in a civil fashion, not allow any verbal assaults, there will not be public banter back and forth. Councilmember Gallagher said we can ask that the public submit their questions in advance to Jill who could ask those questions. Mayor told Administrator to reach out and see if that works. 

Councilmember Parzych said if that doesn’t he would still like to meet, Mayor said nothing should stop setting up the meetings with Council, she would encourage that.   
PUBLIC SAFETY – 
COURT ADMINISTRATOR – Debbie Scott – nothing to report. parking tickets, careless driving, some drunk charges, normal run of the mill for Summer. 
FIRE REPORT–Chief Stanford report for May 20 fire calls, 43 EMS calls, 2 building fire, 1 cover assignment 8 fire alarms, 1 search, 1 mulch fire 1 elevator rescue 3 medical assists, 1 surf rescue 1 natural gas leaks and 1 arching wires. . 
POLICE REPORT- Chief Tom Schutta – report for May, 67 motor vehicle stops, 3 adults arrested. By the end of the month, will be fully staffed. Our accreditation process, Captain Palmer, Sgt. Bartalone and the Chief attended the commissioners hearing on June 13th and 
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received final approval for accreditation status. Have begun conducting plain clothes beach patrols on Memorial Day week-end, seems to be fairly successful. Word has gotten out. Complaints are minimum. New building working out fine. 

BEACH PATROL -Captain Sandy Bosacco – During the past month, 2 bathers rescued, 2 surfers rescued, 1 catamaran, 3 EMS calls and 5 lost children were found. Annual try-outs on Sunday, May 26, hired 16 new guards.  Currently being trained. Still about 5-6 guards short, we are a little thin.  Councilmember Moore asked Captain about an injury on 110th Street on the pipe.  Captain was aware, injury to a guard was minor. Suggest we look into some way to remove that pipe on 111th.   
OEM –Absent  

Mayor said we have a Resolution to go into Closed Session, but has a question for the Solicitor and everyone.  Is it necessary for us to go into Closed Session to discuss this particular topic since we have been discussing it publically already?  Recently at the POA meeting it is all completely out there is it no longer a closed session item.  
Solicitor said it is not mandatory that you go into closed session relative to contractual matters, the general thinking is that until you have something signed, the better practice is to go in to avoid outside interferences. When you have a signed document you can release it, but it is not mandatory. 

Councilmember Krafczek said he doesn’t think it is necessary, the stage we are at right now is so preliminary, he would welcome discussion publically on this. 

Councilmember Dallahan fine by him. Councilmember Rich said there is more than one subject for closed session, Mayor and Solicitor were not aware of that. Administrator said 93rd Street pump station, just got information on that, did we need an update? 

Solicitor made a suggestion, relative to contractual matters until you have an actual signed contract, it is probably a good idea to maintain the closed session,  

At this time we are about to consider a Resolution to go into private session. We would appreciate it if you would all remain seated until the Resolution has been acted upon. At the conclusion of the private session we will come back into public session for the purpose of either taking action as a result of our discussion in private session or to simply adjourn. It is also possible that someone might bring up some other item of business in public session after we come back from private session.
RESOLUTION 2019-S-107 (Closed Session)

Upon motion of 




Councilmember Ray Parzych   

Seconded by


 


Councilmember Joselyn O. Rich  

A Resolution Providing for a Meeting Not Open to the Public 

in Accordance with the Provisions of 

the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act,

N.J.S.A. 10:4–12


Whereas, the Borough Council of the Borough of Stone Harbor is subject to certain requirements of the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4–6, et seq., and


Whereas, the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4–12, provides that an Executive Session, not open to the public, may be held for certain specified purposes when authorized by Resolution, and


Whereas, it is necessary for the Borough Council of the Borough of Stone Harbor to discuss in a session not open to the public certain matters relating to the item or items authorized by N.J.S.A. 10:4–12b and designated below:

1. Matters related to purchase, lease, sale or acquisition of real property with public    funds.
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Now, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Stone Harbor, assembled in public session on June 18, 2019 that an Executive Session closed to the public shall be held on June 18, 2019 at or about 4:30 P.M. in the Borough Hall of the Borough of Stone Harbor, 9508 Second Avenue, Stone Harbor, New Jersey, for the discussion of matters relating to the specific items designated above.


Official action may be taken as a result of said executive session.


It is anticipated that, in accordance with law and in a timely manner, the deliberations conducted in closed session may be disclosed to the public upon the determination of the Borough Council that the public interest will no longer be served by such confidentiality.

Vote




6 Councilmembers AYE
MOTION to return to open Session

Upon motion of




Councilmember Joselyn O. Rich 
Seconded by





Councilmember Charles Krafczek
Vote




6 Councilmembers AYE
MOTION TO ADJOURN

Upon motion of




Councilmember Joselyn O. Rich 
Seconded by 





Councilmember Ray Parzych  
That the Work Session Meeting of Mayor and Council be adjourned at 4:15p.m.
 Vote




6 Councilmembers
AYE

APPROVED___________________________________, 2019
_____________________________________________, Mayor

ATTEST______________________________________, Borough Clerk
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