MINUTES OF THE WORK SESSION OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF STONE HARBOR HELD IN THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING, July 16, 2019
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Davies-Dunhour at 3:00 p.m.

 

ROLL CALL                                                PRESENT
Councilmembers

Judith M. Davies-Dunhour, Mayor

Reese Moore 
Suzanne C. Stanford, Borough Clerk

Joselyn O. Rich
Marcus Karavan, Solicitor
 

Mantura Gallagher   
Jill A. Gougher, Borough Administrator 
Charles Krafczek 
James Craft, CFO 

 

Ray Parzych 






Frank Dallahan

Mayor Davies-Dunhour announced that the meeting was now open. Adequate notice of the meeting was provided by posting a copy of the time and place on the Municipal Clerk’s bulletin board and mailing a copy of same to the Press and the Cape May County Herald on January 4, 2019.

SALUTE TO THE FLAG

PUBLIC SAFETY – 
COURT ADMINISTRATOR – Debbie Scott – nothing to report, part-time help has been let go.  

FIRE REPORT–Chief Stanford report for June, 56 fire calls, a record year, highest ever. 10 years ago in 2010 we had 10 fire calls for the month. In June, 10 days out of the 30 we had over 3 calls a day, remember these are volunteers that have to leave their jobs. Already up to 30 calls this month, half way through. EMS responded to 74 calls, up from previous year which was 55 calls. EMS responded 15 days with over 3 calls, 3 days over 5 calls. We have had 7 “all calls” when a second ambulance is needed.  Last year we had 3 for the year. We had 4 building fire, 6 cooking fires, 1 mulch fire, 6 medical assists, 1 search for a person in the water, 2 elevator rescues, 3 watercraft rescues, 1 gasoline spill, 6 natural gas leaks, 2 arching wires, 2 medivacs, one public assist, 2  cover assignments, 2 smoke scares, 14 fire alarms and 3 carbon monoxide alarms.  

POLICE REPORT- Chief Tom Schutta – report for June, 174 motor vehicle stops, 4 adults arrested. All of our seasonal personnel working now. Our 3 full time officers graduated from the academy in early June, nearing the end of their field training. 4th of July went well, without a hitch. The beach end gates helped a lot, didn’t need a car and police at the end of every beach. Thank you to Public Works.   

BEACH PATROL -Captain Sandy Bosacco – Beaches very crowded, but have been relatively quiet. The 4th of July went smoothly, very busy. We had 2 EMS calls, 2 police calls and 6 lost children were found.  Managed to keep all the beaches open, training two new guards now. 

OEM Report JT LaKose - monitoring hurricane season, so far so good. Encourage people to stay prepared. 
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TOURISM

Jenny Olson, Tourism Director reported one special event application, from the Stone Harbor Garden Club flower show.  Saturday, September 21st at the Stone Harbor School.  Asking for some no parking on 93rd street and PW to deliver all the tables and chairs. 
Upcoming events, this Sunday the Stone Harbor Triathlon – expect delays and road closures. This will be on face book and doing an e-blast to let people know what to expect. Electronic sign from the County will tell people about it coming in on the boulevard. 350 bikers, swimmers and runners. 
Tuesday night concerts have started, last week over 1,000 people. Have been going very well. Arts & Crafts Festival, have had some cancellations and have some people on the waiting list. 

We were originally talking about having an event at the Marina Parking lot the night of the Festival of Lights. Maybe some food, locale vendors and offered it to the Museum to get the one day ABC permit. There may have been a misunderstanding on their end about what was involved in getting the permit. This morning the Director of the Museum called and they are not interested, basically because of the liability on the insurance. Asked if the Borough was interested in pursuing this.  It was decided not to go forward with the event. 

RECREATION - 
Tina Prickett, Recreation Director – League and camps started June 24th they have been very competitive.  Clinics have created a progressive sport specific curriculum for the Counselors. They are gravitating toward having more structure. Pickle ball continues to grow in game popularity, the numbers are last year we had 32 open playing members and this year it is 67 members and growing. Open play is unique to Stone Harbor every morning is like an organized round robin, in instructional play. No one else seems to have this option. That building is definitely being utilized. Field hockey camp just finished, a huge hit, 40 participants. Monday family fun nights also started on June 24th, attendance growing every week. Compared numbers to last year, we are about $30,000 more in revenue this year.   

NATURAL RESOURCES 
Administrator reported August 1st our Councilmember will be meeting with representatives from Fish & Wildlife. The questions that she received from the public have been forwarded, they did indicated they will answer those questions. Still deciding if they will send it directly to the individuals via email or send them to her and she will disseminate them. 

Lenore Tedesco 

Natural Resources Report to Borough Council 7/16/2019 Work Session
Submitted by Lenore Tedesco
2019 Diamondback Terrapin Nesting Season Update
The diamondback terrapin nesting season is winding down with very few females still nesting. I thought it would be helpful to do a short review of the season to date and remind Council of the extensive diamondback terrapin conservation program at The Wetlands Institute.
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I also want to thank the Borough for your efforts at helping reduce impacts to nesting terrapins through signage at the 80th St Municipal marina and with terrapin magnets. Both are important ways to help raise awareness for the public.
Some 2019 Statistics to date:
1) Road patrols staff by institute staff and interns covered the 38 mile route again this year helping terrapins cross roadways, rescuing injured terrapins, and retrieving females killed on roadways.
2) Unfortunately, this was a record breaking year.  Average roadkills along the patrol route only and collected by the Institute is about 500 per year. This year we have exceed 750!
a. These are all adult female terrapins seeking high ground to dig nests and lay eggs.
b. It takes 8 years for them to reach sexual maturity and this cumulative loss has a significant impact to the population.
3) On the positive side, our patrols saved nearly 750 terrapins on roadways and, in another record breaking year, we retrieved nearly 900 eggs from these roadkilled mothers.
a. On a typical year we recover a bit more than 700 eggs.
b. Orphaned hatchling terrapins began to hatch from our incubators on Saturday and should be hatching for about another month.

c. It’s the great circle of life and for the undergraduate interns and staff that spent the past month and a half taking in injured and dead terrapins, it’s a nice change of pace.
d. We continue to be concerned by the number of deaths on the roadways.
4) The hatchling terrapins will be raised under optimum conditions at Stockton University and by specially trained teachers in our Terrapins in the Classroom Program that is funded in part by Disney Wildlife Conservation Fund. They will come back to the institute next spring where they will be microchipped and released back into the marsh.
a. Each year, we release about 150 orphaned hatchlings back into the marsh through school programs and public releases.
b. The Stone Harbor Elementary School is a participating class and has been doing a terrapin release every year since the first year in 1991.
c. We have released more than 5000 terrapins with microchips.
5) Protecting the breeding age adults in a population is the most important conservation step.
a. For long lived species, conservation is made more difficult by the time it takes to reach reproductive age.
b. Terrapin barrier fencing is our first major line of defense and is about 80-90% effective where it can be in continuous runs and can be well maintained.
c. We cant place it on one side of a street but not the other because it traps terrapins on the roadway.
d. Maintenance is the biggest issue with fencing because vegetation cant grow up near it or they climb right over it.

e. Mowing damages fencing and maintenance is really the biggest limit on its effectiveness
– where it can be installed.
f. Signage making motorists aware of terrapins on roadways is important and in an effort to help people be even more aware, we installed a sign at the Institute that we change – sometimes hourly – notifying drivers of the nesting activity levels.
6) In an effort to learn more about the habitat needs and early life of terrapins, we conduct population studies using an approach called mark and recapture.
a. The microchip program is one way we do this.
b. Every terrapin we interact with on the institute property, on road patrols, or brought in by the public, is checked for a microchip.
c. In this way, we can follow the life of an individual if we are lucky enough to recapture her.
d. It turns out we know a lot of the ladies at the Institute, and its really exciting to have one with a microchip return.
e. Just Friday, a concerned citizen brought in a terrapin she thought was injured from a Stone Harbor roadway. It turns out, she was one of our orphaned terrapins that was headstarted in 2000 and this was the first time we have seen her.
f. We are also working with Cellular Tracking Technologies to test radio and gps tracking technologies to follow the early live stages of juvenile terrapins to better understand their needs. Data coming in has been very interesting and is beginning to help us better inform conservation practices.
7) We continue to receive a lot of questions about ways to help and its really simple:
a. Be aware
b. Slow down
c. And don’t run over terrapins.
d. If you encounter a terrapin on the roadway, and its safe to do so – stop and help her across the road in the direction she is going.
Note: all work is complies with state regulations, is permitted through appropriate agencies, and managed by trained scientists.

DISCUSSION:
Chelsea Park Trees – Councilmember Rich said this has been discussed for quite a while in Natural Resources. The Shade Tree Committee has also discussed it and she thought what was being done was that we are being good neighbors and keeping our trees so that they do not go over the fence. We have kept them trimmed, we did not agree that we should be taking the trees down, the last time we discussed it.  Mayor said they are some big trees to take down and it looks like they are all trimmed back. She did not see anything hanging over a fence. Public Works has done a good job. Councilmember Parzych said we live in a very windy place, he would like to help these people out but if we are doing due diligence by keeping them trimmed, we can’t control what blows around the island. 
Administrator said Shade Tree Committee reviews request on trees and they did meet on this and the recommendation was not to remove them. 

Mayor asked Administrator to send a correspondence to the property owners and she said she would respond.   
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RESOLUTION 2019-S-119 (Closed Session)

Upon motion of 




Councilmember Ray Parzych   

Seconded by


 


Councilmember Charles Krafczek  

A Resolution Providing for a Meeting Not Open to the Public 

in Accordance with the Provisions of 

the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act,

N.J.S.A. 10:4–12


Whereas, the Borough Council of the Borough of Stone Harbor is subject to certain requirements of the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4–6, et seq., and


Whereas, the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4–12, provides that an Executive Session, not open to the public, may be held for certain specified purposes when authorized by Resolution, and


Whereas, it is necessary for the Borough Council of the Borough of Stone Harbor to discuss in a session not open to the public certain matters relating to the item or items authorized by N.J.S.A. 10:4–12b and designated below:

1. Matters related to purchase, lease, sale or acquisition of real property with public    funds.

Now, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Stone Harbor, assembled in public session on July 16, 2019 that an Executive Session closed to the public shall be held on July 16, 2019 at or about 4:30 P.M. in the Borough Hall of the Borough of Stone Harbor, 9508 Second Avenue, Stone Harbor, New Jersey, for the discussion of matters relating to the specific items designated above.


Official action may be taken as a result of said executive session.


It is anticipated that, in accordance with law and in a timely manner, the deliberations conducted in closed session may be disclosed to the public upon the determination of the Borough Council that the public interest will no longer be served by such confidentiality.

Vote




6 Councilmembers AYE
MOTION to return to open Session

Upon motion of




Councilmember Mantura Gallagher 
Seconded by





Councilmember Frank Dallahan
Vote




6 Councilmembers AYE
MOTION TO ADJOURN

Upon motion of




Councilmember Ray Parzych
Seconded by 





Councilmember Joselyn O. Rich  
That the Work Session Meeting of Mayor and Council be adjourned at 4:30p.m.
 Vote




6 Councilmembers
AYE

APPROVED___________________________________, 2019
_____________________________________________, Mayor

ATTEST______________________________________, Borough Clerk

