MINUTES OF THE WORK SESSION OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF STONE HARBOR HELD IN THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING, January 21, 2020
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Davies-Dunhour at 3:00 p.m.

 

ROLL CALL                                                PRESENT
Councilmembers

Judith M. Davies-Dunhour, Mayor

Frank Dallahan 
Suzanne C. Stanford, Borough Clerk

Jennifer Gensemer
Marcus Karavan, Solicitor
 

Charles Krafczek   
Jill A. Gougher, Borough Administrator
Robert J. Smith, Borough Administrator 
Reese Moore 
James Craft, CFO 

 

Ray Parzych 






Joselyn O. Rich 
Mayor Davies-Dunhour announced that the meeting was now open. Adequate notice of the meeting was provided by posting a copy of the time and place on the Municipal Clerk’s bulletin board and mailing a copy of same to the Press and the Cape May County Herald on January 13 2020.

SALUTE TO THE FLAG

PRESENTATION – Borough Engineer

The Borough Engineer presented a slide presentation on the 94th Street Sanitary Sewer Pump Station Installation. The presentation showed the planned building and how it will look on the site, proposed wet well installation, site access, listed critical path items with dates, and proposed schedule of installation. The file is available in the Borough Clerk’s office. 

PUBLIC SAFETY 

COURT – Administrator Debbie Scott – spoke about the 2019 year-end numbers for the Court.  

FIRE DEPARTMENT – Chief Roger Stanford  - no report
POLICE DEPARTMENT – Chief Tom Schutta

Chief Schutta - Congratulations to Jill Gougher on her retirement and welcome to new Administrator Robert Smith. 
Report – December   
31 motor vehicle stops, no arrests, 2
Personnel – Officer Santini graduated CMC Police Academy last week and earned the Directors award, the highest overall combined average in firearms, PT, classroom work, and driving.  Been assigned to Squad 3, and is currently involved in the field officer training program. We have 1 recruit scheduled to attend the Class I winter academy will graduate in April of 2020. Received resignation letter from Officer Dixon, which takes effect January 24th. Submitted a personnel requisition to replace her position.   

Update on County Communications, everything going very well. Little bumps here and there but overall no problems. 700 MH radio system up and running by the end of the week. 

Chief Schutta congratulated and welcomed the new Administrator, Mr. Smith. He told him to feel free to let him know if the Police Department can assist in any way in the  transition into the new position. 
On behalf of the Stone Harbor Police Department he would like to say a few words of acknowledgment and thanks to Mrs. Gougher for her dedicated years of service to the Borough and the Citizens of Stone Harbor. Mrs. Gougher tops the list of incredible civilian leaders.  Always admired her for her sheer amount of knowledge, unrelenting professionalism, dedication, honesty, calm demeanor, reasonableness, great sense of humor and her mother-like care of the Borough and its employees.  You will have a lasting positive affect on the Borough and the employees.  
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BEACH PATROL- Captain Sandy Bosacco no report
OEM – J T LaKose – no report

RECREATION & TOURISM
Jenny – Special Events – for Discussion today, will be approved first meeting in February.
Oceanview Condo Meeting – at the Recreation Building Saturday - April 18

We charge them $300 for the building, also a $200 refundable security deposit.

Garden Club Plant & Bake Sale – May 9-10 – plants stored overnight at the Firehouse, need tables and chairs 7 am at the Firehouse, and no parking signs. 
Jenny is working on updating and coordinating the printing and mailing of the Borough Information Guide this year. 

Update on Arts & Craft Festival – 83 returning vendors and 16 new vendors that have applied.  Thank you to Jill for all her advice and guidance. 

Natural Resource Report Borough Council Work Session January 21, 2020
Submitted by Dr. Lenore Tedesco
1) Stone Harbor Sanctuary
a. Phragmites Management Plan and Permits are being prepared by Princeton Hydro
i. Currently under review by the Bird Sanctuary Committee with a goal of having information prepared for presentation at the January 31st Natural Resources Committee.
b. NJDEP Clean Shores Program
i. Completed a week of work in early December along 2nd avenue near 111th street and returned for a day of work along Meadow Walk.

ii. Made excellent progress as we continue to work to maintain high quality habitat at the Sanctuary and will return for a week of work February 3-7 and continue work along 2nd avenue around Holly Path entrance and northward.
c. Sanctuary Signage
i. Signage has been delivered to PW and Lenore met with team to discuss sign installation locations and removal of old signs.  These are general Sanctuary signs and a map sign.  They are 2 sided signs and will reduce the total number of sign they are replacing.   One is replacing the 3 sided sign near the pump house and the second replaces 2 signs at the entrance to Holly Path.
2) Dune Vegetation Management Projects
a. The Dune vegetation project located between 115th and 118th streets has completed its 3rd year of monitoring.  Survivorship is high and native vegetation is becoming established in the project areas.
b. No issues were identified by Lomax consulting and no remedial action is needed.
3) US Geological Survey – Seven Mile Island Geophysical Survey Field Plan
a. This is a follow up survey to geophysical surveys to measure the nearshore and offshore areas of 7 Mile island between Townsends Inlet and Hereford Inlet.
b. Planning Part 1 work May 31 – June 12, 2020 and Part 2 work October 5 – 30, 2020.
c. The first phase of work was conducted in Fall, 2018 where they collected multibeam bathymetry but poor weather, rough seas and the threat of Hurricane Florence cut short the field work and prevented the collection of the sub bottom geophysics and nearshore bathymetry.
d. The May/June work will utilize a 26’ research vessel and collect bathymetry data in 4-15’ of water no closer than 250’ from the shoreline.
e. The October survey requires support vehicles on the beach and operation of personal watercraft within close proximity to shore.
f. I was asked to review the plans for potential concerns for wildlife and initial concerns re timing and beach access.
g. This plan is essentially the same plan as the first phase of work.
h. They will make contact directly with both Avalon and Stone Harbor shortly, if they have not already done so.
DISCUSSION – 

Borough Solicitor – Vacation of remaining section of First Avenue – 111th & First – Villa Maria

Solicitor Karavan said in connection with that project there has been a request to vacate a portion of First Avenue, wholly contained within the development which means when you vacate normally, half of the roadway will go to one side of the property owners , half of the roadway to the other. This is totally owned in Villa Maria’s so it will just create more space for them when the Borough vacates it.  We don’t have a graphic drawing yet, we will shortly, but wanted to take the temperature of Council to see if there was any issue with that. From the legal perspective we are fine with it, it is within the property boundaries. 

Councilmember Rich said First Avenue was in front of the Villa Maria, correct, when the map was first developed. Between 113th and 114th street there used to be a vacant space there. 

Solicitor said a graphic drawing will be prepared in order to do the vacation and will contain a description. But before having that done I wanted to talk with Council to see what the thoughts were. 

Councilmember Gensemer asked why the tax map shows that as a paper street at the current time. Solicitor said because it is a paper street. She asked if that meant the Villa Maria owns it or the Borough owns it?  Solicitor said we technically own that right of way, if we vacate it means we would be giving that up. Mayor said at this time the Borough owns it, Solicitor said that is why they are asking for the vacation.  Engineer commented if the Borough does vacate it, that area was ear-marked, at least in conversations over the last couple of years, to use for drainage for the removal of the 111th street outfall, for a re-charge area. So if the Borough  decides to do that, he would recommend we discuss getting an easement to install storm sewer facilities in that right-of-way.  Solicitor said when you do the vacation, you would do an easement. Engineer said we did vocalize that in one of the meetings with Villa Maria, they are aware that we were contemplating that. Mayor said this vacation would be done by Ordinance. 

Councilmember Gensemer said on the Tax Map it shows the first lot on 112th is a continuation of First Avenue. Is that included with the vacation? Solicitor said don’t know until I see what their drawing is. They will provide the exact area they are looking for. 

Solicitor said he is not asking for a final sign off from Council, until you actually see what the drawing is, I need to see it also. We would need to look at it for where we would retain the easement. But conceptually wanted to run it by you and see conceptually you are on board.  
At this time we are about to consider a Resolution to go into private session. We would appreciate it if you would all remain seated until the Resolution has been acted upon. At the conclusion of the private session we will come back into public session for the purpose of either taking action as a result of our discussion in private session or to simply adjourn. It is also possible that someone might bring up some other item of business in public session after we come back from private session.
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RESOLUTION 2019-S-34 (Closed Session)
Upon motion of 




Councilmember Frank Dallahan   

Seconded by


 


Councilmember Charles Krafczek

A Resolution Providing for a Meeting Not Open to the Public 

in Accordance with the Provisions of 

the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act,

N.J.S.A. 10:4–12


Whereas, the Borough Council of the Borough of Stone Harbor is subject to certain requirements of the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4–6, et seq., and


Whereas, the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4–12, provides that an Executive Session, not open to the public, may be held for certain specified purposes when authorized by Resolution, and


Whereas, it is necessary for the Borough Council of the Borough of Stone Harbor to discuss in a session not open to the public certain matters relating to the item or items authorized by N.J.S.A. 10:4–12b and designated below:

1. 
Matters Relating to a collective bargaining agreement, proposed terms and conditions

Now, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Stone Harbor, assembled in public session on January 21, 2020, that an Executive Session closed to the public shall be held on January 21, 2020 at or about 4:30 P.M. in the Borough Hall of the Borough of Stone Harbor, 9508 Second Avenue, Stone Harbor, New Jersey, for the discussion of matters relating to the specific items designated above.


Official action may be taken as a result of said executive session.


It is anticipated that, in accordance with law and in a timely manner, the deliberations conducted in closed session may be disclosed to the public upon the determination of the Borough Council that the public interest will no longer be served by such confidentiality.

Vote




6 Councilmembers AYE
MOTION   to return to Open Session

Upon motion of




Councilmember Frank Dallahan
Seconded by





Councilmember Joselyn O. Rich 

Vote




6 Councilmembers AYE

DISCUSSION
None
MOTION TO ADJOURN

Upon motion of




Councilmember Frank Dallahan
Seconded by 





Councilmember Ray Parzych  
That the Work Session Meeting of Mayor and Council be adjourned at 4:35 p.m.
 Vote




6 Councilmembers
AYE

APPROVED___________________________________, 2020
_____________________________________________, Mayor

ATTEST______________________________________, Borough Clerk
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