MINUTES OF THE WORK SESSION OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF STONE HARBOR HELD IN THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING, March 17, 2020
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Davies-Dunhour at 3:00 p.m.

 

ROLL CALL                                                PRESENT
Councilmembers

Judith M. Davies-Dunhour, Mayor

Frank Dallahan 
Suzanne C. Stanford, Borough Clerk

Jennifer Gensemer
Marcus Karavan, Solicitor
 

Charles Krafczek   
Robert J. Smith, Borough Administrator 
Reese Moore 
James Craft, CFO 

 

Ray Parzych 






Joselyn O. Rich 
Mayor Davies-Dunhour announced that the meeting was now open. Adequate notice of the meeting was provided by posting a copy of the time and place on the Municipal Clerk’s bulletin board and mailing a copy of same to the Press and the Cape May County Herald on January 13, 2020.

SALUTE TO THE FLAG

Mayor Davies-Dunhour explained that Dr. Stu Farrell would not be making a presentation this evening. He may be putting out a video of his report and the Borough will put it on our website. 

Mayor reported we will be cancelling committee meetings, zoning board and planning board meetings for the foreseeable future. 

Administrator reported we are looking at technology to have meetings without everyone in the s same room.

PUBLIC SAFETY – Councilmember Dallahan
COURT – Administrator Smith – Supreme Court has made a determination and a directive that Municipal Court across the State of NJ would be closed until sometime in May. 

FIRE DEPARTMENT and Police Department reports are on file in the Clerk’s Office.

 BEACH PATROL- Captain Sandy Bosacco not necessary for him to attend.

OEM – J T LaKose –Reported on the creation of the Task Force and the Infectious Disease Preparedness and Response Plan prepared by Administrator Smith. He discussed sections of this Plan, Hygiene and Etiquette, Environmental Controls which included implement workplace flexibilities and separation, social distancing and encouraging sick employees to remain at home. Also the procedure for granting limited sick leave.  Adoption of Flexible Worksites and Scheduling, Cancellation of Public Events and Full Closure of Borough Hall.  Last was Long-term Planning and Considerations. The complete Plan is on file in the Borough Clerk’s Office.

POLICE CHIEF SCHUTTA – Commended the Mayor and Administrator on the quick action taken by the Borough. Implementing various things since March 3rd, currently finalizing a comprehensive policy, all communications into one document. They have modified their response to medical calls, emergent and non-emergent. Also modified, basic general calls for service, taking information over the phone. Also modified is the assignment of officers, to specific patrol cars. Practicing social distancing at the Station and modified detective schedules. Captain will be working from home and Chief will be in the building. The Department will be moving up the effective date of our Class II officers returning from last year, in case we need them to fill in. We have a daily briefing every morning at 9:15 from the NJ State Police which takes in the entire State. 

FIRE CHIEF – EMS STANFORD - on the front line, receiving information from the State. We instituted a new policy with Fire/EMS asking only to have our 2 EMS’s at the firehouse, with social distancing, not in the same room. He and Jim Bailey will no longer be coming in, trying to keep healthy by working from home, responding as needed. Our medical director has been on top of it, every EMS needs a medical director, we have one who directs hundreds of EMS agencies, and we get daily updates from him. We are using protective gear on every EMS call. An issue is most EMS works in multiply jurisdictions. If they are exposed in another area, they cannot come to Stone Harbor. You may see EMS providers in this County go out of service. New York City has 100 firefighters exposed. They are now quarantined and out of service, the same in Baltimore. We are trying because once we are exposed we are out of service. All fire alarms and CO alarms will be handled by one person. If no fire we are ok, if we have a fire, the company will be called out. Hard to keep the firemen out of the firehouse, I have cancelled all drills, all training, hope we don’t have 20 guys on Thursday night hanging out.    
When this first came out the State was very quick to put out an emergency medical dispatch procedure, certain questions to ask on the phone, then notify EMS of certain measures to take. Everyone needs to follow these procedures. 

Councilmember Rich asked about using reverse 911. Mayor said they are working on a list of isolated people in town to make sure someone is staying in touch with them throughout this time. 

Mayor commended the Stone Harbor Chamber of Commerce when she reached out to them and strongly suggested they cancel the Shiver, and they almost immediately, no hesitation. They sent out a message to members asking them to not promote their business, do not promote coming to the Shore, and discourage people from coming. It’s hard because it goes against everything they usually do, promote.  But they understand and join us and make sure we keep as many residents safe as we can. 

Mayor assured everyone that we got on this early and have a really good team in place, with JT in OEM, Chief Stanford and Chief Schutta and Bob Smith. These guys were good, how quickly directives were put out, commend Mr. Smith, spent the entire week-end making sure we were ready for today. We are in good hands here, the people of Stone Harbor need to know that.   

Councilmember Dallahan asked if there was a non-governmental group in Stone Harbor that could address the question of our elderly in the town who need prescriptions, food, etc. Mayor said we have started this list to identify those folks.  We have people who have reached out and once we identify those folks, they will do pick ups for them. 
RECREATION & TOURISM Councilmember Gensemer
Stone Harbor Garden Club Community Yard Sale – May 16

Seashore Ace Grill Demonstration – May 2, May 16, June 6 and June 20

War at the Shore Co-Ed Flag Football Tournament – May 23

Shore Softball Classic Co-Ed Adult Softball Tournament July25

Full application will go to Council for April 7th approval

Councilmember Gensemer – As of now, Festival of Lights scheduled for July 18th
DISCUSSION – 

None
MOTION TO ADJOURN

Upon motion of




Councilmember Joselyn O. Rich 
Seconded by 





Councilmember Frank Dallahan  
That the Work Session Meeting of Mayor and Council be adjourned at 3:45 p.m.
 Vote




6 Councilmembers
AYE

APPROVED___________________________________, 2020
_____________________________________________, Mayor

ATTEST______________________________________, Borough Clerk
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