MINUTES OF THE WORK SESSION OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF STONE HARBOR HELD IN THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING,  July 21, 2020
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Davies-Dunhour at 4:30 p.m.

 

ROLL CALL                                                PRESENT
Councilmembers

Judith M. Davies-Dunhour, Mayor

Frank Dallahan 
Suzanne C. Stanford, Borough Clerk

Jennifer Gensemer
Marcus Karavan, Solicitor
 

Charles Krafczek   
Robert J. Smith, Borough Administrator 
Reese Moore 
James Craft, CFO 

 

Ray Parzych 






Joselyn O. Rich 
Mayor

CFO     
Attorney

Adm.

Clerk

The meeting is now open. Adequate notice of the meeting was provided by posting a copy of the time and place on the Municipal Clerk’s bulletin board and mailing a copy of same to the Press and the Cape May County Herald on April 16, 2020.

(This Work Session will be via Video/Telephone Conference, 

Click on the following link to join the meeting https://zoom.us/j/94006436861
 - You can also call in 1-646-558-8656 and enter the meeting ID # 9400643 6861

WILL EVERYONE RISE TO SALUTE THE FLAG

PUBLIC SAFETY – Councilmember Dallahan

Court Administrator Debbie Scott held first virtual court on Thursday, will be happening from now on each Thursday. Not allowed any “in person” courts yet.  

 
Fire Department – Councilmember Dallahan spoke of his appreciation of EMS and how professional they were with him when he recently fell and broke his ribs.  Chief Stanford reported for the month of June – 35 fire calls, 55 EMS calls. Fire calls consisted of 3 building fires, 3 cooking fires, 1 boat fire,  5 medical assists, 3 beach EMS assists, 2 missing person searches, 1 surf rescue, 1 national gas leak, 4 carbon monoxide alarms, 2 arching wires, 1 smoke scare, 1 sprinkler activation 8 fire alarms.  
Police Department - Chief Schutta reported 1 arrest for the month and assists in Middle and Ocean City with protests. They have completed the interviews for full time officers to fill 2 vacancies. Both hopefully will be sworn in in August. All officers healthy, following safety guild lines of the Borough. Councilmember Dallahan asked about heavy trucks coming over the bridge, Chief will monitor the traffic there and speak to WaWa and True Value about their trucks coming in through Avalon.  

Beach Patrol – Captain Bosacco – Busy summer, have added 4 extra stands to the beach to spread everyone out. They are fully staffed and resumed selling badges on the beach in early July. There were 12 rescues, 2 EMS calls, 2 police calls and 10 lost children.

OEM No report

RECREATION & TOURISM Councilmember Gensemer – – JULY 21, 2020

TOURISM DIRECTOR – Jen Olson

PSA

Worked with the Mayor and local videographer Jordan Hickman and we produced a PSA that promotes the wearing of masks in public spaces and social distancing. The theme that we are trying to get across is that we want people to feel welcome and safe when 
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they come here for vacation, but also understand that we are serious about stopping the spread of the virus and we expect them to do their part as well. Show video.

SPECIAL EVENT APPLICATION 
Stone Harbor Chamber of Commerce - Annual Sidewalk Sale Event

There was a late change on the application and 2 additional days were added to the sale. Everyone was notified yesterday by email. The new dates for the event are:

Thursday - Sunday, August 27th - 20th
Thursday – Saturday the hours will be from 9 am – 5 pm

Sunday, the hours will be from 9 am – 2pm

Asking permission for member retail businesses to have their annual sidewalk sale throughout the Stone Harbor Shopping District on those 4 days. The Chamber of Commerce will have to provide a certificate of insurance for the event upon approval.

Participating vendors must comply with all current Executive Orders that are in place for conducting retail business in NJ. Visitors and shoppers must wear face-coverings while shopping outside during the Sale. Additional rules from the Chamber will also restrict placement of racks, tables and merchandise to ensure unobstructed walkways at all times during the hours of the sale. Participating businesses will only be able to set up on the sidewalk against their storefront or on the opposite side. Not both, like in the past. 

The Chamber will also have employees working in shifts and wearing badges identifying themselves as the Chamber of Commerce and they will sell masks and kindly remind everyone to mask up and spread out. 

Each Individual business is also responsible for their own clean-up immediately following the event. 

The Chamber is requesting that the Stone Harbor Police Dept provide some extra class 2 officers to patrol during the event to also encourage masks & social distancing.

Mayor said the Special Events application from the Chamber will be on the agenda in two weeks. 

FARMERS MARKET UPDATE
The Farmers Market has been up and running for 5 weeks.

· We have had very good compliance with the mask requirement, and  people are cooperative when we ask them to social distance, especially when lines begin to form.

· We have also been counting visitors to the market each week. Averaging about 1,700 people per week

Recreation Director – Tina Prickett – Clinics started on July 6th, did an involvement  comparison with 2019, 380 people in 2019, 382 in 2020. Camps will start next week, for the remainder of July and until August 10th. Revenue should be right on target, except for the programs we were unable to have this year.
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  NATURAL RESOURCES
Borough of Stone Harbor

Natural Resources Report

7/21/2020

Stone Harbor Point

1) Beach Steward Program

· Steward program continues to go well with stewards on the beach 7 days per week.

· Coordination with SHPD has gone well for the escorting of patrols.

· Thanks to SHPD for their point patrols via marine patrol and atv. The crowd levels and illegal boat landings drop dramatically because of their patrols. Its important and makes a difference.

Stone Harbor Bird Sanctuary

1) SHBS Permit for management of invasive plants.

· The Freshwater Wetlands Permit is still under review with NJDEP.

· State employees are furlough for month of July and that is impacting the timeline for review.

· Staff doing the review were involved in the freshwater permit review back in 2007 and are familiar with site so they don’t need a site visit which will help keep the project on track for a fall treatment as planned but the permit remains pending.

· Research scientists at The Wetlands Institute are conducting surveys of the tree frogs on site that will be an important consideration during permitting and the conduct of the treatment.

2) Sanctuary gardens look good - thanks to PW for mulching and to the volunteers that weeded the gardens a few weeks ago.

3) Work continues by the Bird Sanctuary Committee on an invasive plant list that the committee would like to see be utilized to reduce the landscaping use of these plants in the Borough. Some of the work at the Sanctuary is to manage the invasion of one such plant, Purple Loosestrife, a known invasive that is widely utilized in landscaping.  Their recommendations will go to the Natural Resources Committee for consideration.

Councilmember Rich reported Natural Resources has schedule a meeting for July 31st and Shade Tree is in the process of rescheduling their next meeting.

DISCUSSION –  None
MOTION TO ADJOURN

Upon motion of




Councilmember Joselyn O. Rich 
Seconded by 





Councilmember Frank Dallahan  
That the Work Session Meeting of Mayor and Council be adjourned at 5:07 p.m.
 Vote




6 Councilmembers
AYE

APPROVED___________________________________, 2020
_____________________________________________, Mayor

ATTEST______________________________________, Borough Clerk
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